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Wheeler Briefs
LBJ, Top Aides;

" Troop Hike Seen

WASHINGTON (AP)—Gen. Earle G. Wheeler, say-

ing the enemy now holds

some of the initiative, gave

President Johison and olher top officials ' a new war
report Wednesday that could lead to U.S. troop increases

in Vietnam.

The White House refused to say what—if anything
—Whceler, chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, recom-

4,000 Gls
Arrive in
Vielinam

SAIGON (AP) — Four thou-
zgand U.S. parairoopers [rom
the E2nd Airkorne Div. have ar-
rived: in Victnam to bolster
Allied defenses against new
Communist =ttacks and pres-
sure, the Amcrican command
:  announced Wednesday.

Do Mo~ et

LD bt e Tl T

16,500 Army paratroopers and
Marines President Johnsan
ordered from the United Stales
two weeks ago in response te
Gen, Witliam C, Wesimare-
land’s urgent request. Continu-
ing North Vielnamese pressure
. on Khe Sank and the prospect
i of new Communist atiacks on

{Coniinned Back Page, Col. 2)
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inended (o the Presideny in de-
tailed war discussions,

But Wheeler—arriving in
Washington before dawn after a
mirkia insoection toir of Viet.
nam following the Communists’
lalest cities  offensive—may
have indicaied to newsmen the
fenor of hils repurl.

“I think Wi initlative lics on
bath sides,™ the feur-siar gener-
al said when asked if the enemy
is now calling the shots in the
conflict,

“In certain arean where the
North Vietnamese and Viet
Cong have sizable uncomniitted
forces, of vourse they can mave,

In other words they have tacti-

L tNlias B —
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ide

Wheeler mzintained, bowever,
that the Communisis failed to
achieve their objectives in re-
cent weeks of fighting and,
where they were repulsced. the
forces of Gen. Willlam €. West-
moreland heold the initiative.

With the recent wave of Com-
munist  assaults  has  come

(Continued Back Page, Col. 2)

UPE Rotophate

GOV, iOMNEY WALKS FAST EXIT $IGN AFTER ANNOUNCING WITHDRAWAL FROM RACE,

WASHINGTON (AP)—Michigan Gov. Gsorge Romney quit the Re-
publican presidential nomination contest Wadnesday.
He said it was clear to him that his candidacy had not won wide

occeptance.

Romney fold a news conference, broadcast by TV and radie, that
# woe desirohle thet Republican lenders have an snportunity to moke
plans now for choosing a candidate, ' )

Republican governors, he said, have an opportunity
to make s suhsiantial effort to nominate a moderate.

There was immediate recognition among Eipublican
leaders that Romney’s action had projected New York
Gov. Nelson A, Rockefeiler into the thick of a contest
for the riomination with former Vice President Richard

M. Nixon,

Sen. Hugh Scott, R-Pa., a Romney supporicr, said

" he hopes Rockefeller will become an active candidate.
ML deave -dheenmprizn Wil Tiegicl," T RGEEey sald.

“I am deeply grateful to the many people who have work-

ed so hard for me.”

Mentioning Rockefeller, who has been backing his
candidacy, Romney said that the New York governor
“has given me more than I have asked.”

Despite quitting the race, Romney said he intends
to return to New Hampshire, where he has been a
candidate in the primary on Friday, and will hold a news

(Continued Back Page, Col. 1)

Tearful McNamara Gets Top Award

WASHINGTON (UP1} — Rob-
ert Strange McNamara was
overcatne by emotion Wednes-
day at a White House ceremony
marking his departura from the
cabinct after seven years as
secretary of defense.

President Johnson presented
MeNamara the nation's highest™

civilinn award,, the medal of

freedom, and  lavished him
with praise,
McNamara, fighting back

tears, was so maved he was
unable to respord fully.
Johnson predicted MeNamara,
wha will become president of
the World Bank April 1, would
%o on lo »ew heights of achleve.
ment attacking world-wide the

“causes of violenee and turmoil
—poverly, discase, junorance
and hopelessness.”

“We are giving the world the
best*we have to offer,”  John-
son said of McNamara.

The East Room, packed with
present and former government
léaders, burst into appiause,

McNamara, who had been

standing with his wife and three
children, walked to the podium
and grasped it with both hands.

“I cunnot find the words ta
express what is in my heart to-
day,” he said, his voice break.
ing, “And 1 think 1 had Better
respond on another occasion.'

He walked swiflly away from
(Contlnucd on Back Page, Col. 5)
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Off Balance
For Seal Act

NEW YORK (AP) — Some-
times seals act almost like hu-
mans. And in the case of Frank
Giordano, vice versa,

A waiter, Giordaito appearcd

Amos Basel Tuesday, acensed
of stripptng to his underwear
and joining the seals in 1heir
Central Park pool at 5 .m. last
July 23,

“Were you stewed?™ Bascl in-
quired,

I wasn't drunk, hut i was on
my way,” Giordano cuncedid,

“Did you have rupport with
the seais?™

“I guess I dud have rapport
wilh the seals,’” Giordano siid,

Despite the rapport,  Bisel
fined Giordano $30 for annoying
the seals,

BULLETIN

SAIGON (AP)—A UK. Murine
helicopler was shal doun by
Novth Vietnamese grownd Hre
near Khe Sanh and 22 American
servicemen aboard were killed,
military headquarters reported
Thursday. It sald the CH4E Sen-
kuight was hit 11 miles nosth-
cast of Khe Sanh Wednesday.

Canree—Taden— — oo



Reds Digging Zig-Zag Trenches at Khe San

- BAIGON (UPI)—-North Viet-

name‘se troops Wednesday were
reporied within 100 yards of ‘the

U.S. Marine base at Khe Sanh-

digging zigzag trenches, a tac.
tic uscd sucLqu{ulIy by the

Canwmunpists- in caubmg the fdll'

of Dien Bien Phu. -

UFI conespcndcnt Robert
Thrahinm - reported  from  Khe
Sanh. that the frénches were

- elearly in evidenee on the seuih

side of the base where a U.8."

Marine force is surrounded by
an.estimated 16,00 North Viet-
namaese soldiers.

‘In the hatile of. Dien Bicn
Phu in North Vietnam 14 yeéars’
"Minh -

ago,  Communist Viet
forces manuged to infiltrate the

¥rench-held perimeter by send--

ing wuves of troops- thtough
trenches dug in " a - zigzagged:
patlern to evade a direct. lme
of fire.

X US :BJZ
bombed within 3 miles of the
base Wedncsday, -and jet-
. fighier'bombers and. Hut,y heli- 7
copters provided even cleser
support, Communists continued -

sporadic [,unfue into" the pmu

imeter.

For the second day, however
weather conditions enabled ClSﬂ
Hereules . trunspoit  planes to .

“land on ‘Khe Sanh’s' battered
runway and drop pallets loadul
" with supplies,

In the- Saipon area,
Vietnamese and Viet Cong
farees clashed in a desevted vil--
lage oniy 4 miles north of- Td!'l
Son” Nhut Air Buse.

Three Victnamese: paratloop-

ers were killed and seven were .

- wounded Iighting in the streeis’
of ‘the Tan - Thot Hie'p village.
In 'the Central

gaged Wednesday -around the -
provinoial eapital.of Kontum, -
In one of the skirmishes, 19

miles-west-northwest of Dak To, -

the U.S. 4h Iafi,  Div.'s 1st

Brigade reporied killing GI

Communist soldiers,

At Kontumy Cily, South - Viet-
_namese Government spokesmen
said Communists launched a
brief rocket attack which left
twa civilians - dead  and four
ofhers injured, -

U.S. militavy spokosmen ie-
ported Wednesday thal Navy,
Alr Force and Marine. pilots -
flew 92 missions against North
Vietnain  the previous day.
Navy pilots bombed the Hai-
phong railroad {erminal and a
thermal power pluni 15 miles to
the norih, while. pther strikes.
were on :supply routes in North’
Vietnam's southern panhandle

region and in areas above the

demilitarized zone.

. Reds Claim Gains
TOKYQ (UPI) —~ The com-
munist Seuth Vietnamese Na-
tional Tront for Liberation
{NFL) Wednesday issued . a spe-
cial communigue boasting  of
great victories in the general of-
fensive of the past month. The
communique was broadcast by
the official anei news agency
and monitored in Tokyo. It ran

to more than 1§ pages.

Stratoforlresses '

South

Highlands, °
American infantrymen were ‘en-

Marines Dig In at Khe Sanh

In a fashlon reminiscent of American donghboys lu France
during World War 1, U.S. .Marines at Kl'le Sanh protect them-

sclves frem enemy shelling in deep trenches, and with bunkers

foriitied with sandhags.

(AP Radlopholo)

Dance Halls, Clubs Closed

As Thieu Calls for Austerity

SAIGON (APY —
Nguyen Van
the South
Wednesday
“life of austerily” during '“the
critical period of our national
history.”

In a television address, Thicu
said (e government had  de-
cided to close permancaotiy- all
night clubs and dance halls.

IIe said Friday had been set
aside for a day of prayver for
those who had died duving fighi-

“President
Thicu - called’ on
Victnamese people

ing i the recenl Communist
Lunar New Year offonsive.

Austerity bhad been a plan of
Thieu's government sinee it was
inauguraled last fall, but had
hecome an almosi forgolten is-
sue unlil the Communist offen-
sive began last Jan, 30,

night to aceept.a.

Several times Thien had point-
ed to the dispavity- of life in
Saigon with the poveriy-ridden
countiryside, but no formal pro-
grams to eliminate high living
in the eitics had been promul-

gated.
- Thieu

said his government
“firmily - determined” {o
close night clubs and dance
halls  permanently,  He said
thealers and movie houses’
would be allowed {o reopen as
soon a5 scewrity pormitted.

was

* -He said persons whose homoes

had been destroyed in the fight-
ing that accompanied the Com-
munist offensive would be given
5,000 piaslers (%42), plus gal-
vanized iron sheets and cement
fo rebuild their homes, In Sai-

Thai Police Stifle Protest

-BANGKOK {AP) -~ Thai po-

lice Wednesday arrested 11 Tu- -

ropean anti-war demonsirators
as they altempled to fovee their
way inlo the air base ai Udorn,
300 miles novtheast of Bangkok,

One rveporl said Royal Thai
Air Force police fired at least
one shot in the air during the
scuffle,

Eight of the demonsirators

had to be carried bodily away -

frem the base when they lay

& . Pacific Stars & Stripes
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down on the ground and vefused
to move.

The demonstrators, including
seven  Frilish, two Canadian,
one Norwegian and one Awnieri-
can, were allempting to distrib-
ule anti-war

Five of the demonstralors
were repoited to be women.

As it i5 a Thai hase, Thai
palice and the Thai Air Force
ate responsible for base sceuri-
ty. Ne American serviccmen
were involved in fhe arvests. a
U.5. embassy official saisl.

Police said the demonstrafors

leaflets at Udorn.

arrived at Udorn early Wednes-
day by train.

They had come from Cam
bodia and were thoughl 1o be
members of the same peace
group which planncd to slage
a lic-in on the Cambodian-Viet-
nam baveder us a prolest against
the war,

It was nol immediately clear
if the demaonstrators
got on to the base ilself, which
is close to a main road,

The demonstralion was tha
first of i15 kind in Thailand,

aclually -

gon, - the government already
has -anmonnced a program o
build more than %24 million
worth of apartment houses for
persons whose homes had b(,ul
destroyed.

He said victims of the fight-
ing in Hue and Saigon, -where
prices are higher, would re-
ceive 10,000 piasters to help re-
build their Yomes,  plus; the
gulvanized iron and coment.

He promised thal governmend
troops  would relurn to  the
countryside to search out. the
Communisi. forces.

Thieu said he was altempi-
inz to unite various veligious,
political and clvie groups to ad-
vise fthe government in the fight
sgainst the Communists.

Guerrillas Widen
Cambodia Action

PIINOM PENH, Cambodia
(UPI) «— Communist gucrrillas
have extended their aclivity teo
three more Cambodian pro-
vinces, Prince Norodom S§iha-
nouk charged Tuesday.

The chicef of state said guer.
rililas  had  heen  discovered
operating in Kompongspeu,
Kampot and Kirirom provinces
to f{he west and southwest of
this capilal city. He also said
Cambodian Communists had in-
tensified their insuvgeney in the
norfhwestern province of Bat-
tamband,

Reds Clash
With Laotians

" VIENTIANE, . Laos (AP) -
North Vielnamese elements -
clashed with .the Royal Army
forces five miles north of At-
ifopeu in  southeastern Laos
Wednesday, ’

No repori of casualties
reached Vientiane but military
sources tclmed the dCilO!l as
minor,

North Vietnamese troops )e-
inforced by Conununist ubits
from the Saravane front also
clashed with government forces
two miles southwest of the lown
of Lao Wgam, northwest of At-
topeu,

Reinforcements were  repert.
ed trocked dowa highway 22
through s bypass around the
provingial capital fown of Sa-
ravane,

In Savavane, the sttuation was
stalic with Comwmunist probing
actions six miles northwest of
the {own.

Pathel Lao elemenis altacked
a police siation north of the
royal capital of T.uang Prabang,

Planes to Fire Back

WASHINGTON (UPL) — The
State Depariment said Wednes-
day that American aireraft fly-
ing reconnaissance missions
over Laos have reserved the
right to five back if they are
fired upon, Siale Depuartment
gspokesman Roberi J. Me-
Closkey 1old newsmen U.S. Aie
Force plancy manned by Ameri-
can pilots were making the re.
connaissance flights at the re-
gquest of the government of
Laos,
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“Furugen w

eral Choko

egard ‘to the B52.
Kuwae, “however, -

were bltter
‘They

- said the Japanese government’s
- slighting of the Okinawan peo-
-~ ple was demonstrated by Sa-‘
to’s words.

. “The prime
}marké cvidently -show discrimi-

. mlmster S re- -

nation a"amst Okinawan- people
and arc impermissible as re-
marks of the head of the gov-
crnment,”” charged Shinei
Kyan, chairman of thc Okmawa
Reversion Council,
Tsumichiyo Asato,
the Okinawa
Party, said:
that Japan’s prime minister
could have made such remarks.

leader of
Secialist Masses

- He showed the basic Japanese

government  attitude teward
“QOkinawan problems inadver-

tently when pressed on his sore

point.”’

The People’s Party and the
Okinawa branch of the Japan
Socialist Party spokesmen said
their party would lodge a strong
protest to the prime minister.

espon51ble for the
- tiff because the delegation went'
- to Tokyo. to seek Japanese gov-
- ernment help, not to protest in

S said - local :
*-‘appwhensxom about B52s still
“sremain, and his: p
. High: Comml mer F. T. Un-

~oger’s hclp in this ‘matter when - e
-~ party leade S meet W1th hlm.a; o

Monday ' . 3

S Opposmon partncs»:and thexr
- affiliated - groups
" . about ‘the Sato remarks.

ty will seek - |

“It's unbelievable

Phlh

Republic of the ‘Philippines - Vice President
Fernando Lopez (right) salutes as he reviews a -
U.S. Marine Honor Guard at Cubi Point NAS,
R F., immediately following his arrival ‘there, Hc
is accompanied by (left) Rear Adm. Filimore B.
Naval Base commander, ~and

Gilkeson, : Subxc

ppine ;Leader Reviews Troops
Lan unidentmcd ‘Marine . lieutenant, the Honorf

~ Guard commander. A 19-gun salute by the guided
- missile frigate Belknap preceded his review of the

guard. Lopez then sped to OIOngapo City for land
: ,dlstrnbutlon ceremomes. : :

(USN)

House OKs

Viet Trcop Bul!

MANILA (UPI) — The Philip-
pine House of Representatives
voted Thursday to retain the
:.2,000-man Philippinc civic ace-
"tion group in South Vietnam for
another year.

The House voted 59-3 in favor
of a bill appropriating 35 mil-
lion pesos (about $8,750,000) to
finance the  Philippines engi-
neering troops in Vietnam,

The passage of the bill was
expected despite heated debates
in the House and student dem-
onstrations in front of Congress.

The measurc now goes to the
Senate,

- Tripartite Meeimg

At Buc

S&S Okmawa Bureau'

NAHA, Okinawa — American
and Japanese representatives
of the Tripartite U.S.-Japan-
Ryukyus Advisory Committee
to the High Commissioner of
the Ryukyus — Laurence C.
Vass and Jiro Takase—arrived
here from Tokyo Thursday to
attend their first meeting,
scheduled to be held at Fort
Buckner Friday.

The committee is to be for-
mally inaugurated in High Com-

2 Rescued Pilots on

NAHA AB, Okinawa (OI)
The crew of a U.S. F4D Phan-
tom II fighter from Clark AB,
R.P. arrived in Okinawa
Wednesday after a close brush
with death Monday in the wa-
ters off the northern coast of
Luzon, the main island of the
Philippines.

Maj. Robert P. Bateman, the
aircraft commander, and co-
pilot Capt. William §S. Paul,
cjected from their disabled air-
craft 40 miles north of Luzon
13t approximately 8 a.m. Mon-
ay.

Their life raft was pounded
by heavy seas and high winds
for six hours. Several ships at-
tempted to rescue them, but
were unsuccessful.

They were finally rescued by
Seamen Morgan L. Jones,
James B. Harrington and Theo-
dore F. Zizer, of the American
vessel S. S. Anniston Victory,
at 2:10 p.m. The ship’s master,
Simon A. Motley, praised the
efforts of his seamen who dived
off the side and helped pull the
men in by ropes.

Motley stated that the men

Oki
iInAawdad
risked their lives by going over

the side to get the downed pilots
out of the water.

The pilots were taken from
the Victory by a tug hoat from
Okinawa’s Naha Port Wednes-
day at 11 a.m. On the tug was
Col. Duncan €. Myers, vice
commander of the 405th Tacti-
cal Fighter Wing, Clark AB,
the men’s pareni organization.

Myers presented a
plaque from the men of his
wing to Motley for his ship’s
efforts in saving both pilots.

special

“minister-counselor

ner Slated

missioner F. T. Unger's office,
marking the start of the
stepped-up efforts toward the
economic and social progress
of the island people.

The Ryukyuan representative
is Hiroshi Senaga, formerly
deputy chief executive of the
Ryukyuan government and now
president of a local sugar com-
pany. Vass is now serving as
at the U.S.
Embassy in Tokyo, and Takase
was formerly Japanese ambas-
sador to Burma.

Upon their arrival at the
Civil Air Terminal in Naha,
Vass and Takase were greeted
by many ranking U.S. and Ryu-
kyuan government officials in-
cluding Unger and Ryukyuan
Chief Executive Seiho Matsu-
oka.

The diplomats made no spe-
cial remarks about their work
in the committee except that
they were fully aware of their
responsibilities as the represen-
tatives of the countries and
would do their best to fulfill
them. :

The committee was created
as a result of a Japan-U.S.
agreement made in Washington
las{ November by Prime Minis-
ter Sato and President Johnson.

rOJect , ,
&»2 milli "«kfm",.s( W(‘l

~—$980, 000 fm thc hlg we 1\ onv T
‘bypass. : Gt
o —81.6 mlllxon for air fwld Jm- e
“provements, assistance to mu-

- nicipalities, -
other programs """

cllbaqte 1ehef; and

For Pnesi

MANILA (AP) — A Roman

‘Cathohc priest from - Pangasi-

nan Province ‘northwest of
Manila was sentenced Wednes-
day to prison for killing another
priest  with a gun, Philippinc

‘News Service - (PNS) reported.

In a dispatch, PNS said Rev.
Father Jose Sison Estrada drew
a sentence ranging from seven

to eight years for fatally shoot-

ing Fr. Isidro Estrada (no-rela- -
~tion) during a quarrel over

~ parish funds.

The incident occurred in 1965.

The report said Fr. Estrada
was found guilty by a local
court of homicide and illegal
possession of a firearm. He was
meted out a prison sentence of
cight to seventeen vears [ov
homicide, and one year for the
second offense,

PNS quoted the priest’s law-
yer as saying he would appeal
the verdict, Fr. Estrada was
out on hail.

R.P. Fire Leaves

Many Homeless
MANILA (UPI) — Hundreds
were left homeless Wednesday
when a fire of undetermined
origin swept through a crowded

block of shops and homes in
the Manila suburb of Pasay
City.

No casualties were rveported
and firemen brought the blaze
under control in  about {wo
hours.

Firemen estimated the dam-
age would reach ncarly $5060.-
000.
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" 3 Big Drug Firms
. Fined $150,000

' For Price-Fixing

'NEW YORK {AP)—Three mnj'or drug firms were

" fined $150,000 each in U.S. District Court Wednesday
. for conspiring to restrain trade and monopolize the

market in broad-spectrum antihiotics,
Federal Judge Marvin E, Fiankel sentenced Chas.

~ Pfizer & Co., American Cyanamid Co, and Bristol-Myers

Co., which were convicted Dec, 29 on the price-fixing

Romney-

(Continwed me Page 1)
confercace thepe,
Romney said he would answer

- questions at 10:30 a.m. Friday

in Manchester, N.H., at the
Sheraton-Waylarer Inn, :
A reporter asked Romney,

. “whom will you support?” but
_the povernor walked from the

ruunt wiliioul suswering.-
(Rockefeller, arriving at
Washinglon’s Nationul Airport
Just about ke iime Romnoey
finished his briel statemoent, said
that he was not a candidale for
the (GOP nomingtion despite the
wilhdrawa! of Remney, UPI re.
poried, But Rockefeiler re-
affirmed that ke would aceepl a
draft if ane really developed At
the Republican convention in

-Miaml Boeach Aug. 5.)

Rare Bird
Beyond Help

YOMITAN, Okinawa (8&3)—
Covernmoent Worestew and Cul.
tural Properly Protection Com.
mission officials recently sighted
a-rare bird in the field in (he
Bolo Point aren of Yomitan.

The officials sald that the bird
was of a rare species of erane
{grayish feathers and ved leps)
which makes its home in South-
east Siberia and mizrates to Ko-
rea and soulhern Jupan during
winter, -
. Ten days aller lhe sighling,
they went to Yomilan apaln to
see if ‘the bird was sull there,
They sighted the bird—not in the
fietdd, but in a Kadena shop,
stuffcd, ready for sale.

Weather

BSAF weather Conirel
TOKY( AREA
Thoridey wight: Cloudy, roin: Low 4§
Friowy: Choudy, rain: High 50

TEMPERATURES
Feb. B8
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Blsmarek T n NYC 45
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Bosion = n Qulg, City 33 7
{hicogn B W Omaha “w N
Cincinnol 37 1 Parls » 7
Clevebund un Phiia, 25 2]
D*nver 40 Phoenix Fi -]
Ces Moines 35 W Pit'burnh B9
Detroit n u Port,, O. 47 50
Dulet T n Rupid City 40 X
Frairbonks 4 1 Rrnn Mon
Farga n oun Richmmnd 4 14
Fof worth 4 A Singopere ®w 0
Hong Kong 3% 51 St Louls ¥ X
Honoluly L] St Paul - S ]
Houzton " M Salt Loke “ 7
Ing polis 34 XN 4 Anionie 73 di
Jazkwlite 30 4  San Dicgo 66 59
Jokarto M 77 Soa Fron, M 55
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LA, ] o
Loglwille 36 T Tucsn Ll
Melbourng &8 34 Wash, 8
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charges afler a jury trial.

The three companies have
maintained there was no me-
nepoly but simply a normal in-
terplay of bhusiness te market
the so-called wander drugs in
the 1950s,

The court imposed the maxi-
mum fine provided in the law—

$30.008 on cach of three counts -
A apainst cach druymaker.

Frankel stayed payment of -

the fincs, however, pending ap-

4,000 Gls—

(Continued From Page 1)
the dilies fed to the request.

The "4,000-man 3cd Brigade
raised U.S, troop sirength in
Vielnam 1o 504,000, They are
within the over-all ceiling of
525,000 troops planned ic dale,
but Johnson has sald that West-
moreland will gt more troops
than that if he necds them.

Westmoreland, commander of

“all U8 troops in Vietnwm, said

in an interview three days azo
that addilional troops heyond
the 523,000 already programmed
probably will be vequired, This
could mean the call-up of MNa-
tional  Guardsmen and | Re-
SOTVUS,

The 4,000 paratronpers, 8 per
cent of whom are alrendy vet-
erans of at Jeast one tour ef
combat duly in Vielnim, hive
been assigned 1o the Ameriral
Div., for the time heing, The
Americal Div, 15 responsible for
a 100-mile stretch of coastal
lowlands south of Da Nung,

The infusion of tie paratroop-
ors o the Americal Liv. will
free unsther brigade of 4,000
men {rom the division for duty
alune the critical noerthern frean-
tier where the U8, command
faces its  stronfest  pressure,
particularly at Khe Sanh,

fome 40,000 Norin Vietnam-
ese (roops are menacing Khe
Sanh, the Marine foitiess block-
ing the' Communists’ northwest
invasion voutes inte South Viet-
nam.

The paratroopers themselves

. may_eveniually be shifted to

Sine TTenner aepimag ot Lo

munist moves and changes in

_ strategy.
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FRESIDENT JOHNSON-PIESENTS MEDAL TO RETIKING DEFENSE SECRETARY MCNAMARA,

Bomb Halt Would McNamara
Open Talks: Paris

PARIS (AP) ~ The French
government has  received  ex-
plicit information that .an un-
conditional hall In  Americun
Bambings of North Vietnam
would be & “necessary and sul-
ficlent condition for an oprning

. of negoliations,” & gevernmoent

menbarman vald. Wadiedae
an o wednp=Eaay.

French Information Minister
Goearges Gorse said the French
government belleves that fail-
wie to open negotiations in-
creases dully the risk of sceing
the war spread to other parts
of the warld.

Gorse read a preparcd state-
ment alter the repular weekly
French cabinet meeling,
~ The briel statement read by
Gurse was ay {ollows;

*“The dectaration of U Thant
according to which the uncon-
ditional cessation of Amerlcan
bombardments of North Viet-
anm would be 1 nccessary and
suflivient condilion fur e gpen-
ing of peace nepotiations cor-
responds to tnformation explicit-
ly reeelved by the French gov-
ernment.” .

Thaut's publie declaration
wasz made after a trip {0 New
Delthi, Moscaw, London and
Paris where be discussed the
Vietnam War, In Dbath New
Deibi_and _Paris Thant met of-

TTivIals Ul we-RUKMI VICINAMese

Zavernment.
Though Gorse did nat say

where the Freach government
received s informatjon, it wus
generally  assumed it . came
from the North Victnamese

"themselves, France has a diplo-

matie mission In Hanoi, and
North Vieinam has a delegale
general, Mai VYan Bo, in Lhe
Franch  ocanital  Froach Narth
l\;ietnameie contacls are regu-

r.
In Washington, U.8. officialy
sald Secrelary of Siute Dean
Rusk was aware of the French
government  stalememt  before
he attended a breakflast session
ut the While House with the
President and his top aides on
the Vietnam War outlook,

The initial reaction here was
that the statement was a repeti-
tion of what U:N. Scvcretary

‘teneral U ‘rhant had conveyed

to President Johnsor last werk,
“Repetition doesn’t add any-
thing new,"” one officizl sad
piivately, There was oo -
mediate official reaction.

2,500 ‘Legitimized’
MEXICO CITY (UPl) — Au-
thorities estimated that at least
2500 children were ‘“legitl.
mized” by a wedding of 300
couples here, The weddings were
part_of the govermment’s. long-

number of illegitimaie children
in Mcxico,

Wheeler Reporis to

(Continued From Page 1)
heightened speculation Johnson
will have to reach once again
inlo the military manpower poal
W beef up the UL, effurt in
Yiclnam. '

Though there has been no offi-
cial indication of what 1roop in-
crease, if any, is in store,
congressional {igures have men-
lioned nmuembers as high as
106,000 above the current
525, v00-man  ceiling, FPentagon
officials indicate this is cxces-
sively high, but puint out that
any increase probably will re-
quire 2 callup of reservists.

Wheeler briefed the President

and other ranking war planners
for two heurs, warking fram
prelimmary notes,

White Heuse press secreotary
Guorge C, Clristian said Whee-
ler covered *‘the problems we
face” in Vielnam and gave a
“balanced, factual picture of his
impressions of the silualion sl
the present lime.” -

But when asked about possi-
hle decision on adding more
troops, Christian said: I can-
not give you specific details.”

Sitting in on Whecler's report
were: Secretary of Slate Dean
Rusk: Scecrelary of Defense
Robert 8. McNamara and the

President

man soon te succeed him, Clark
M. Clifford;: Gen. Maxwell D,
Tayler; the deputy sccrotary of
deiense, Paul H. Nitze; and oth-
cis.
Wherler later briefed the full
presidential Cabinel on his (ind-
ings, which Christian said cov-
vred the situation as it appears
for the allies as well as how it
tooks Irom the encmy's stana-
poinf. .

Ciristiasn wouidnl characier-
jzc Wheeler's report as optimis-
tic or pessimistic. He said it will
be evaluated further by various
agencies, especially the Penta-
Eon.

{Continucd Frem Page 1)
the podium into an adjoining
room, whoere he was joined by
his family and President wnd
Mrs, Johnson. .

McNamara's successor, Clark
M, Clifford, will be sworn in
as defense secretary by John-
son Friday.

“For seven years, Bob Me.
Namara has guided our defense

establishments,” the President =
sald, "He has helped to give

America e strongest military
power In history. Now he will
try to build the kind of warld
that alone can  justiiy  that
power,*

Johnson praised MeNamara as
“an intensely loyul and brilliznl
and good man,"

The formal citution men.
joned McNamara having
“brought a new dimension ta
defense planning and decision-
making,"” and noting that while
the gulgoing dideuse scvaiviary
knew well “that-while freedom
depends on strength, that
strength depends wpon the de-
termination of the people*”

Bock Worth its
Weight in Gold

NEW YORK (AP) — A rare
copy of & guide for Mormons
whe joined the California gold
rush in the 1850s has brought a

ton-nriea_of 12 800 at a_Parkn. ...
“standing grive 1o cut down"the ™

Bernet Galleries hook- auction.

The book, entitled “Mormon
Way-Bill 6 the Goldinines,™
was published in Salt Lake City,
Utah, in 1851, and was intended
to guide Mormon xold-scekers
to camplng sites and water
holes in the California gzold mine
area, '

Only five ul the volumes are
believed in exislenve, The baok
was purchased by Warren Ho-
well, a San Francisco hook deal-
er.

Disability Explanation

Pue to a typographical error
in the second of the recent four-
part scries on Incoine tax by
Capl Salim J, Bolady, disubility
severance pay was listed as an
item that must be included in
gross income. Disability sever-
ance pay should not be included
in gross income,
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