‘UK. CLOSES BANKS

Senate Removes Gold Cover

' LONDON (AP)—-Britain will proclaim o
bank holiday Friday and the steck exchonge
wiil close following a request from the Unifed
States to shut the gold market pending an inter-
national meeting in Washington Saturday, the
British Treasury announced.

Prime Minister Wilson, Chancellor of the

Exchequer Roy Jenkins and Economics Affairs
Secretary Peter Shore met with Queen Elizabeth at
Buckingham Palace early Friday in an wrgent meeting

* WASHINGTON (AP}
—~=The Senate sent io
President Johnson
Thursdoy night the biil
removing the 25 per
cent gold cover re-
quirement for U.S. cur«
rency.

The vote was 39 fo 37.

Once the measure is signed
into law, the entire U.5. pold
stock—now about $11.4 billion
wiil be freed to meet the na.
tion's pledge to convert dollar
holdings to gold st the raie of
§35 an eunce.

:Il nnui;u:; ll.'l;ull iU B;[‘Iu ul‘
Furopean gold buying fever,
the Federal Reserve Board

Thursdey clamped = tighter
relgn on credit by raising the

(Continned ou Back Page. Col. 1)
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of the Privy Couneil.

The queen approved a proclamation announcing the
bank holiday, the Treasuty said.

. It was understood in London that U.8. authorities
Asked e Briush 10 close their goid rmarket—easity the
biggest in the world—to prevent disorderly conditions.

Britich banks will anly suoply domestic customers
with normal cash requirements in sterling.

- ‘.".

AP fRediophotn

GLOOM SETTLES ON FLOOR OF LONDON STOCK EXCHANGE AFYER THE POUND SLIDES TO ITS LOWEST LEVEL EVER.

Fate Fills
A Gas Tank

CHATTANOOGA, Tenn. (AP)
— Fate infprvensd when Mrs,
Vicior Sprangler ran out of gas
Wednesday.

As her car spuitered and she
pulled to the side of the street,
she heard her license number
ealled out ever the radin, She
had been declared a winner in a

trallic g contest by o radig
station WDXB newsman follow.
Ing her.

Her prize—10 gallons of gaso-
line.

The newsman wen! to get the
gas for her.

RFK Still Mulling Over Bid-
And LBJ Men Are Worried

WASHINGTON {(UPI) ~— Sen,
Robert F., Kennedy's disclosure
he might run for  President
after all sent a shudder through
Administration Democratic
ranks Thursday and left Sen.
Eugone J, MeCorthy®s hackars
spoiling for & fight against him
in the primaries,

Kennedy, back from conferen-
ces wilh political ndvisers al his
home base in New York, said
it may be A& long as & week”

before he announces his final
decision.

He acknowledmed In an
interview, however, that he was
studying the Orepen and Culi-

Baloadnd ripmlne nm owa €
AR aA  WevaIn M a g W

fornia primary slluaiions, le
has until March 22 —eight davs
away =-lo decide on Oregun,
where McCarlthy and  either
Fresident Johnson himself or &

proxy will be on the balloet,

A report by the Los Angeles
Heraid-Examiner from Sacra-
menio  said  Kennedy  would
announce  Monday he  wiil
eppose Johnson for the nomina-
tion.

The mnew:zpaper ndded that
Assembly  Speaker Jesse M.
Unrueh, 2 powerful party voice
in California, wouid lead a
(Continved on Back Page, Col. §)

The praclamation followed »
day of chaos for the world
monetary system as goid buy.
ing in Western Europe hil a re-
cord high.

The pound shipped to a his-
toric low In London. The dollar
weakened everywhere except in
Eraonie

Bankers, dealers and econome
ists said thst only dclermined,
posilive  action by the US,
Treasury ean stave off a world
collapse of confidence in mone-
tary values.

The panic buving was greatest
in Paris, where saies nearly
trebled Wednesday's record of
{Continucd on Back Page, (ol 1)

Czech Aid

Commits
Suicide

1% Wi W

PRAGUE (APY — Crechosla-
vak Deputy Defenxe Minister
Viadimir Jankn commitied sui-
cide Thursday, the news agency
C.T.K. reporled.

C.TK. at first said Janko
“died tragically™ but luter add-
ed reliahle sources reporied he
committed suicide.

It added the Ministry of De.
fense sa far issuved no detuils on
the report of Jankoe's death.

The deputy minister, a gener-
a! of the armeved troops, killed
Lhimself Thursday afternoon less
than 24 hours afier the Crecho-
slovak government had heard
detgiled reports on the case of
Grn. Jan Sejna, wha fled to the
West sherlly before the dis-
clasure of an alleged black
marketing and conspiracy scan-
dal,

Sejna was reported to have
been ane of the key fisures n
an ahoitive mitita: . coup.

(Continued cr Back Page, Col. 2)

Needed: Gray Moptops

ATLAMNTA (LPD) — Independ-
ent telovicion producer Jumes
Nuone enid Wu--h\--ui:\'_\' th:t
promation group hopes to estab-
lish a rock 'n’ rvoll hall of fame
here, The bigeest problem, he
said, was finding any rock w"
roll entertziners old enough 10
retive,
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SAIGON (AP) - Com-

- munist {roops, stnkmg Lin

predawn darkness, ambush-
ed a ‘30-vehicle convoy only
nine miles northeast of Sai-
gon Thursday..

.The shock attack on the mili-

tary-civilian convey was sprung .
on Vietnam's. only super high-"

way, Raute 1A leading from Sai-
gon's. new.port 1o the-big. il

tary base at Lcng Binh 12 miles

away.

" . ‘The action i the outskirts of -
- the capital came only 17 hours .

after Communist forees closed
‘aii ambush on 2 U.8. Army, 130-
truck convoy in the éentral high-
lands,

The U.S. Command said .the
Long . Binh-bound convoy -was
raked . hy. rifle:and . autematic
weapons fire and one American

soldier was killed and three were .

woimded. Damage to  the
vehicles was reporied as lighit,
The Command said one .enemy

_ soldier was killed and hn. rifle -

captured.

Fhe ambush in 1ts.clf was not
a major -act> but’ it ‘re-emphas-
ized- the threat posed by roving
bands of pguerrillag still- operat-
ing in -Saigon’s :suburhs since

- their invasion of thdé capital dus-

ing the Lunar New Year offen:
sive Jan. 30,

- The ambush -in the - ccntml
hlghland—mvnlvmg the -largest

- Allied convoy hit by the-Commu-

nists- so. faf ia the war—was

'much nore severe,

_Tha T:S. Command said the
ernemy trogps,-firing * bazooka-
type rockets, rviftes and machine
gung, inflicted moderate dam-
age. That means as many as a

 third of the 130-'supply-hauling

trucks might have been dam-
aged. or destroyed

The (‘onmmmstb, conceated in
trenches and fighting holes, trig-
gered- the ambush- as the - con-
vay was winding its way aloig

- Route 14 nine miles north- of

the - Allies® military -base. at
Pleiku, Tanks and armored per-
sonnel carriers:of the Vietnam-
ese Jrd Armored- Cavalry sped
past.the burning trucks. to flank
the ambushers, and helidopter
gunships and jel f1ghler—bom-
bers joined the battle. - :

The U:§..:Cominand said ecas-
ualties-were 48 enemy killed, 12

U.S. soldiers’ killed -and eight
wounded, and four Vietnamese
cavalrymen killed and four
‘wounded

- U8, 'Navy Ad Skyhawks, shp-
ping through a heavy overcast,
made repeated raids ,Wednesday
on priority targels around Hai-
phong, North Vietnam's major

© port and second. largest city.

- One flight hit a railroad-high-
way bridge only. one mile from
the eenter of the city, a second
bombed ‘the Xien An.bridge by-
pass twe miles to the southwest
while others hit the Kien An
airfield -six miles southwest of
Iiaiphong.

Navy pilots also swung into
action over Ianoi, striking the
capital’s  port. facilities with
half-ton boembs on radar-guided
Tuns.

Snwoke hoils up from a: hurmng pelroleum dump al Khe- Sanh
aflor it was hzt durmg a Nerth Vietnamese mortar attack. In fore-

Khe Sanh Oll Dump Goes Up mHame

. T - B . i
o

ground;. the.Texas stale flag flies from-a rad.io an!enna at tha

: communlcatlons ‘center of the besieged outpost.

(AP Rddmphoto)

4% of Hue Reds Kill 509 Gls

Casualiies
In Clashes

" SAIGON (AP) "> Morc than
four per cent of the population
of the northern-city of ITue were
killed or wounded during . the
four woecks of fighting - there,
Soutli- Vicinamese government
figures showed Thursday.

The figures, pari of an un-
published study by the Social
Welfare and Refugee Ministry,
showed 3,776 civilians lost their
lives and 1,980 others were
treated for wnunds‘ at hogpitals.
Thoe populition before the fight.
ing began in Hue Jan, .21 was
145,000,

Aid for War Victims

SATIGON (AP) — The Chinese
community in South Vietnam
has donated $381,300 to’ South
Vietnamn's - relief fund to aid
refugees of the Communis{ Tet
offensive.

In Week's

SAI(;ON (AP)-—Fwe hundwd
nine Americans were killed in
action in the Vietnam. war last

week, the U.8, Command report-

ed Thursday, the third time in
the .past four weeks. ihat the
death tell has exceeded.500,

There also were 2,766 Ameri-
cans -weunded duun{, the week,
the comumand said.

A wesk earlier, 542 Américans
had beeu. killed and 2, 191 wound-
ed, .

In the week endmg Feb 17,
the number of Americans killed
reached the highest mark of the
war—54}, There were 470 kilied
in the geven-day period  that
ended Feb, 24, accordmg to of-
ficial reports.

South Vxetnamese nrilitary
headquarters listed 418 govern:
maent troops kiiled, 1,199 wound-
ed and 98 missing or captured
last weck. This was a sharp rise
over the 139 reporied killed, 779
wounded and 92 missing a week
earlier,

_ The US Command in itc

2nd Salgon Wave Attack Expected

WASHINGTON (AP) — South
Vietnamesze: Ambassador
Diem said Thursday -he has re-
ceived  information that Com-
munist Viet .Cong and WNorth
Vietnam forces are planning a
second wave attack on the heart
of Saigon. I'nday night, .

He said.in an interview that
main  targets for the attack

- would he Saigon port fac:htxes,
and equipment cen.

supplies
ters, _
-Pacific .Stars & Stripes
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_ The extent to which the- guer
rilla units would be able to mus-
ter their forces for a sevond

raund of assaults after the Tet.
ofiensive ‘was  not known, he.

said, But the North Vletnameae

5th, 9th and 7th Divs. and addi-,

tional Viet Cong battalions are

within ~ striklng . range o[ the

capital city,

The ambassador said the
Commnunist  objective is ‘ainied
at breaking the will of the South

Vietnam, American and  allied

defenders,

.harassment and political,

The first stage of the Com-
mumbt winter-spring -offensive

‘was launched Jan. 30-at the

time of the Tet -holiday, The
present second stage consisfs of
psy-
chological and military pres-
sure, Diem said, and the third
stage will involve an over-all
atfack again against the cities,

“North Vietnam is thinking
in terms of total war,"” he said.
“They will use every possible
military, .- dlplomatic, political

» and psychological weapon in an
- effort fo break our will?

Fighting

weekly summary, reported ‘that
allied forces killed 4,335 enemy
inst woek, The bouth Vietrram-
ese command listed enemV loss-
es last week afb 5,327 killed and
488 captured, 1t is not unusu'al
for discrepancies to occur
the totals reporied by the twn
commands,

Casualty figures for other al-
lied forces again were not avail-
able for last week, the U. S Lom—
mand- said. :

Spokesnien said the new tutals
pushed te 13,760 the number of
Americans Iulled in the Vietnam
conflict between Jan. 1, 1961 and
Mazch 9, 1968,

- The number of wounded in
that period was put at 120,101,
The command said 56,437 of the
total wounded did not require
hoespitalization, I{ also said 1,087
Americans now are listed as
missing, capiured or . inteined
in the seven-year peried,

The weekly summary also
said that enemy casuatties in-
flicted by allied forces since the
start of 1961 are 310,557 killed in
action,

Laotian Reds -
Probing Thakhek

THAKHEK, Laos (UPI) —
Heavy  but- brief fighting be-
tween attacking Communist
forces and--government defend-

ers broke out Thursday east and

southeast of this Mekong River
town - 150 mlles goutheast of

. Yientiane.

Lactian officials-said thexxr be-
lieved the skirmishes in these

.areas were nothing more than

probes and the main attack. will
come in a few days.

Saigon
Arming
Cafhohcs

“SAIGON (AP) ~ Vice: Plf“al-
dent Nguyen Cao Ky called ‘oh
the Vlelndme;e penple Thurs-
day to libeFdte North- Vieinam
from’ Commumqm and 1eumfy
the country.

In a firebrand 5peech to Ro-
man Catholi¢ villagers 15 miles
north- of Saigon, Ky said the
government would give weap-
ons to anyone wha could hold
one--if they ‘were anti-Commiu-
nists,

Ky's speech, punctuated fre-
quently by shouts from. .the
crowd of ‘“‘down with the Com-
munists,” and *“long live Vice
President Ky,”* came affer the
Vice President presented arms
for self-defense 1o severa! Ro-
man Catholic parishes in Toien
Hoa province,

Ky's speech came one day af.
ter the government announced
that a March to the North
Army, a volunteer guerrilla out-
fit, was being formed to libers
ate North Vielnam. )

Since the Communist Tei of-
fensive, the governnient has
been arming various  ‘villages
and neighborhoods as seli-de-
fenca forces, .

{In Washington, the State De.
partment said the United Staies
remains opposed to an invasion
of North Vietnam such as Ky
is reporied considering,

- {From diplomatic sources it
\_vas learned that the considera-
tion for a guerrilla force .o
march north was net a govern-
ment propesal. Rather it was
more of.a. psychological move
{o unify and channel- civilian
support .parficularly among

»anti-Communist Catholics who

had suffered in the recent Tet
offensive.) .



‘ported Ma”

,};'vahd.s and noncombatants

: ,’Lorbe Div. '“(,aptm‘ed : ;the leticr
by Son near: the. D ovince cap-

~ital of Tuy Hoa on Feb. 13, the
l_f.,.spol\(,bmen said. It was addr ess-

'vfed to Lt. Col. Lam, command-

' ~er of the Nmth Vlctnam se 91h~

‘i'fliegt

sive,

When 300 ’\Imth Vlelnamcac m-f

f;lhcm*d the northern province
“capital of Hoi An on Jan. 30,
Tx?alme
gon’’ brigade
bv 9 a.m. on the 31st.

Soldiers of the “Tiger” Div.-
~helped repel 40 Viet Cong who -

“had seized the radio station in
th port city of Qui l\umn

The 9th- **White I]m Dlv
Helped drive the enemy trom 1}*0
“city of ‘Ninh Hoa.

Head qu(utets tmops in \cug,on
and Nha Tre mg fought infilira-
Ctors in both cities. The Korean
Imbassy was a center of dLUOH
in the (."d])lldl

Most  successful - among  the
pursuit operations were the Ma-
rines’ ‘‘Operation Bizarre Dra-
gon” which killed 612 enemy and
the Tiger Div.'s “Operation Vvui-
ture’™ which killed 344,

In “Operation Regis Seeret Tn.
spector,” the White HHoise Div,
killed 365, and the Tiger Div,
killed 297,

“men: in my. “battalion . are ‘m-__

Elements of the: Km‘ean Whlte\"

-No Km ean bases wu'e ditacl\:~*

ed during. ‘the Vxet Cong, of{m-}";

. -sive, the summaly wcnt on,:but
. Korcan {roops were called upon -
-+ to help repel aftacks on several -
- ocitiesy and thev: launched opera-
L ‘t ions to C(,unlu' the oncmy ohen-,f

of the 2nd “Blue Dra- |
drove them out

}mander of ﬁ;e"th Cohg' 30th‘fi; - l%;f

i actual com-

- supplies “across the

n them vere L
: "~?~c_0'r’n‘pm1te of the difficuliies
old him by pilots ir

spans 'l‘he ,
rries; us Ually ‘barges ‘jz.a rainst the antlanc'raft%i"
‘asved mvether, for: hauhng ve- U tions
: second: pair then 1
_-,d;op bmnbs on the'f'exrv

Iead “pair

s to’ suppress their. fire.

McCown inspecis

Maj. Gen. Elal D, McCown,
Miliiary  Assistance Comnmml
U.S. Military Advisory Group,

Adm. Sobhon Suvarnsestakorn, commandant of

i fack
freight cars. These aitacks usu-
“ally

Royal Thai Marines

commander, U.S,

the Royal Thai Marine Corps, inspect the Boval

Thailand/ Jomt  Thai Marine Honor Guard, McCown reeently
’!‘hai!and, and Rear  visited Thai and U.S. Marine  advisers nzar
Sattahip on the Gulf of Siam, (USA)
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PHU CAT, Vietnam (AP) —
More than 10,000 miles from his

sx motherless  children, Ay
Force Sgt. John L. Wolfe is still

getling letters offering to care
for his temporarily fatherless
brood. There are even some of-
fers of marriage,. ,

Not wanting to give up his Air
Yorce career, Wolle turned
cdown a hardship discharge and
arrived in Vietnam at the end of
February.

He left three of his children
with relatives and the two oldest
Lboys in a children's home until

his return. A boy born a week
before his wife died of a brain
hemorrhage in Maveh 1866 has

been adopted by Wolfe's biroth-
er,

“T think the childven will be
all right,” Wolfe said at the air
base here, where he is supervi-
sor  of sentry dog handlers,
“This gives me great peace of
mind.”

Shortly after his wife died, the
Air Force offered Wolfe a hard-
ship discharge, Bul the 36-vear-
old  sergeant already had 13
years i the service and decided

to stick it out for at least seven
more, until he could retire on a
ponsion,

Ovcdevs  to Vietnam  came
while Wolfe was stationed at the
air base in Columbus, BMiss.
When the news ol his plight hit
the papers, he was flooded with
offers to care for his children.
He said e had hundreds of calls
froin 31 siates.

I didn't realize there were so
many good-hearted people in
the wovrld,” the sergeant said.
bBut lie declined all the oifers,

in Viei

Wolfe said he has received 13
Tetters from women who want to
mother his childiren sinee he ar-
rived at Phu Cat,

“You con’t get much betier
than that,” Wolfe said, pointing
to tne picture of a widow from
Dothan, Ala,

Put Waolte says he has no
plans to accept any of the offers
of matrimony,

Chiaybe if all the ladies reud
this they will stop writing e

and  caliing oy quother,”  he
sa.d,

‘.,opemt(

,,‘_“jv,lc eqmpment dtsmned (10 | ot

DOSI-,',%_:: ke ‘
“The HWI g, bﬁtlt got back s4 fely to Da_

roars. in to“':“”

ivpxl()t andf-'Lt ,Rodxy D Smnh':‘
24, of Syx acus(

Singd lh(‘
xﬁkid]
Clands, . Calif.’

f{thmq and his “Gib," e
“Boyce R. Core, 25, ¢f mu\tgdn
_.ﬂAyK By

‘national commander

rge*cahbel]hits ‘in the i'lght‘f

NV., ot theiv
1f01v back: 10"

suc(‘es.sfullv
fire,” ud he ‘pilot,
Dick Phllhps
HBut-

c‘imhed

We punched

R(‘ cue hehc \pie"

Ist Lty

out- of 1!10 w'tu P
340th also m-

'1"1(, pilots of the 340 -
cond rails

truck - convoys

are made at night. The
Phantoms diep . flures  uniess
they can spot {rafiic movement
hy the light of the moon o (_Hm

“vehicle hecdlights,

‘Enemy. convoys rnlsn are well
profected. E
“We he
traps,” Lc
boxcar, a

we {9 be wn\rnf HE k
vis said, A sing'e
broken-down truck, -

UThey look sugpicious, You sense

they are decoys. Yeu vesist the

temptation to dive on them. A. -

new Jock might wo a%’tf"'il“dnfi ‘

lmd himsell Jin a heil of lc wl.

I’s a tough wuy fo learn.’
“hemun‘ er that IF160 (a jet

Forward Air Conirol plane (o
assist  in o target  scloetion?”?
Smith  asked. “When a  gun

opened up on him, he called us
in. ‘And instead of one gun,
there must have been 38 or 40
that opened up on us.”

VFW to Aid
Viet Refugees

WASHINGTON (UP1) — The
of the Vet-
erans of Foreivn Wars (VIi'W)
announced the organization haes
opened a large-scule fund drive
1o help Souin Victnamere Jeh
homeless following recent Con-
munist offeusives,

Commander Joreph AL scerva,
said the national VI'W Groaniza-
tion will siart the fund cam-
paign with a denaiion of $25.000
and plans to call for contvibu-
tions from all 1.4 nn‘mm men-
hers,

e e i S, SR P e . R S A A 8 o ey

Pacific Stars & Siripes 7

Satarday, Mavch 16, 1508

everyihmg "n”df;
.smoihm -

38, of Red-
mv" hydrvau-
“lies systems were shot out and
~wecouldn’t land..
coout (pdrachuted) 0\ er Da Nang
bayles Sk
- )‘u led‘;,w,.‘,
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1% ionms to an unbe of 45
tons.

Saler in London, by far the
biggest bullion market in the
world, were estimated at more
than 208 ions. Zurich's were
estimated at more than 108 tons,
even though major banks sus-
ypendzd sales two hours &3rly.

Similar scenes were repeated

in metal markets In silver,
platinum, palladivm and even
copper.

According to the best es-
timatex avallable, the interna.
tional gold peol has had to
supply a minimur of 45 tons of
gold so for this week, - -

In Londor, Paris and Zurich,
dealers took action of their own
accord to calm nerves and

Gold Cover Lifted

{Continued From Page 1)
discount rate to 5 per cend,

The present rate is 4.5 per
cent and the new ralz is the
highest since just before the
1929 stock market crash.

The Scnate hill, sought urgent-
iv by the administration, com-
pietely wipes out this cover
requirement which has existed
sinte the Federal Reserve Act
was passed 35 years Bgo.

At present there I8 only about
$1 billion of free goid since the
roserve requirement tics up ap-
proxintatcly $1¢.4 billion of the
suppiy.

Under present law, rach §1
n fedcral reserve netes—the
only piper money now made—
must be backed by 25 cents in
gold.

Aviminintt abionr furees e the
Clifford Asks
Not to Testify

WASHINGTON (UPD) —De-
fense  Secretary  Clark M,
Clifford has asked to be edcused
fromm  testifving  next  Monday
hefore (e Sesate  Foreipn
Relations Commillee  wiich
strennously quesiloned Secreis-
1y o Siaie Doan Nu-k i Wil
Yietnam war this week.

Ciifford, nceording 1o offi-
tials, 1old the commilice he hud
net had lime 10 study up on
military =id in his [int t(we
weels al the Penfagon and
asked that  other officinls
represent the Delense Depart-
ment,

The teslimony will probably
e given by Deputy  Defense
Sevrelary Yuui H. Nure, aglong
with Paul . Warnke, assistant
secretary for internatiomal  ses
curity affaivs, and Viee Adm.
Luther . Heing, Delvnse
Deparivent dirccior ol hatiai
Wsslstunde.
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Scnate had been pleading for
three days for quick passage of
the cover hill,

They said it must be rushed
to the President to show that
Congress backs the determina-
tion of the sadministration to
maintain the convertibility of
dollars at & gold price of %3
an ounce.

The bill’s sponsors insisted
that it would be an answer to
speculation  which has  been
razing in Furopean maikets
throughout the debate,

Opponents of the measure
eeoffed at this. Insisting thar
the only result would be to make
it possihle for the gold drain to
continue at a more rapid pace,

The Fedcral Resevve Board,
fn snnouncing its action just
after 6 p.m.. sald the increase
ix designed “to slrengthen the
inlernational  position  of the
dollar and to curb inflationary
pressures in the domestic eco-
homy.'!

It serves to back up with deeds
1he commitment by the U5,
government to maintain  the
ricice of go'd at $3% an ounce in
the face of a virtual stmnpede
of buyers in Europe,

The discount rate Is the in-
terest that cominercial banks
are charged when they borrow

moiacy from the Federat Re-
Eerve dystein.
Other  inlerest  rates  are

perped vpwerd from the dis.
vounl raie.

Earlier Thursday, Treasury
Sceretary Henry H, Fowler said
it is imperative for Cungress to
vote higher taxes within 36 days
10 siahitize the dollur overseas,

Liter, Chairman Wilbur D,
Mills, of the House Wavs amd
Means  Committee,  said  his
groun has bogun drafiing a bill
fo curb spending by Americans
traveling abroad. He sald it will
also include other key parts of
the Joehnsen Administration’s
traved sesiricion gooplan which
i part uf the government's e
forts o stem the international
doilar dvain.

The increase in the discount
rale is effective Friday,

make buyers stop and think.
In London, they raised the
prico to the highest level since
the formation in IO of the
seven-nation gold pool: $35.28.
They also refused fo accept

small orders for a gold piece.

or a landfut of old Napoleons.
in Paris, dealers raised the
ptice to the prohibitive level
of $25.%0

But still the sales continued.-

" Many jn Britain, Switzerland
and elsewhere privately crit-
cized the U.8. Congress for de-
lavs in removing the dollar's
gold cover to make avaiiable
for the battle agiinst specula-
tors about $18 hillion worth of
§old.

A catastrophic effect on world
trade and industrial expansion
was feared as private savings,
which normally provide the
capital for industry, were shift-
ed into sterile gold.

The effect on the forelgn ex.
change markets was cata-
strophic for the pound. In Lon-
don, it plunged to its lowest
value in recorded history at
$2.3875, forcing the Bank of
England ta step into the mar-
ket tn snnpart it The rate then
rose to $2.39,

The pound slumped on all
continental markets, The dol-
lar was also weak except in
Paris where il closed at the

high of 19048 frane:n,

More to Die
In Rhodesia

SALISBURY, Rhodesia (AT)
~['ive more Alricans were sens
tenced to death in the Rhode-
sinn high court Thursdey sfler
being found guilty of entering
Rhodesia with “weapons of
war,' mn offense which carries
a mandatory death penalty.

Four of the sccused sdmitted
being sent to Tanzania for mill-
Gavy lraining. One¢ also safd he
hud received additional trainin
in Communist China. All sul
they would have killed womcn
and childret in Rhodesia,

et e
e e

s Close to Halt Panic

Sen. Roberi F. Kenmedy, D-N.Y, walks alone toward the

Capltel from Mu olfice,

{UPl Radlophole)

RFK Worries LBJ Backers

(Conlinued From Page 1)

hennedy  aeieganon i ahe
stiate’'s June 4 primary. Unruh
toid newsmen he had "‘na flai
jefornigtion’” nn KPHHP"! %
plans and refused to comment
on ms own,

While Kennedy said “'‘we're
il looking at the siluation,”
his office reporled thut 3,700

Czech Aid Kills Self

(Continned From Page 1)
aimed at thwarting the removal
last January of President An-
tonin Navotny from his dual po.
sition as party chief.

Laxt month, the Army's chief
political  officer  bad  reported
“disturbing phenomena™ in the
Defense Ministry. Later he also
confirmed that an armored di-
visith lLad been mobilized by
the plotters in what looked like
a bid 10 scare Novotny's foes
cut of thelr plons to gust him,

Both Janko and his superior,
Defense Minister Bohumiv Lom-
sky, had been indirectly im-
plicated i aiding Sejua’s [light.

Threatened with ouster, Lom-
shy went befoie the new ‘'re-
form’ regime’s cubinel Wednes-
qay 10 expiain pis conduct, He
hid earlier denied that he “ar
any other military commander™
participated in an abortive
strongarm attempt to keep nid
guard Novotny from lesing his

post as parly chiel last Jan--

uary.

There was [ncreacing  pres-
sure Thursday on Navotny to
resign from his largely cere-
monial post and the influence
of his buckers shrank further
with the resignation of Michal
Chudik, a leading conservative
membei of the party hierarchy
from the Slovak State Council
or regional parliament,

Meanwhile, the cabinet ex-
pressed diszatisfaction with the
reporis  submitied at Wednes-
day's session by Defense Minis-
ter Bohumir Lomc<ky and In-
terior Minister Jan Kudina,

The investigation inte the
Sejua allair is continuiag by
e specidl cotnianion icaded
by Oldrich Cernic, the nation's
top economic planner who is the
chief candidate for becoming
premier in & new  government
next month,

letlers and telegrams had been
rerpived hy noom Thuocednr:  nf

which 95 peir cent urged him to
enter the race.

BcCarthy, who declured hie
prave candidicy on the same
anti-Vietnam posilion that ken-
nedy espouses, siressed he was
pot drepping oul by announcing
he was eniering primaries in
Indiana May 7 and Souih
Dakota June 4,

March 28 is the fling
deadline in Indiana. McCarthy's
DiLve Was expeettl 2 drow o
proxy condidate for the Pres-
ident, possibly Gov. Roger D.
Branigin.

The White House said it knew
of no great pressure for
Johnson ta change his hands-off
atlilude towsard active partivipa-
tion in the primaries in view of
Kennedy's remarks or  of
MeCarthy's capture of 42 per
cent of the Democralic vote in
the New Hampshire primary.

There was evident concern
smong Johnsoh supporters over
the situation in Wisconsin. Even
though Johnson's name —not
that of & writesin —is on the
hallat  seainst McCarthy, top
Wisconsin Democrals ave divid-
ed over them.

Les  Aspin, Johuson's cam-
paigh Cinel b Wisuieii, a¥3
the President could be the
underdog and that it appeared
that as the primaries draw to a
close, Johnson would be expect-
ed to take a look at the resulis

and other factors to make up
his mind dofinitsly then ahethar

te seek re-election.

Publicly, leading Democrals
singht i diminich the impor-
tance of MoCarthy's strong tally
in NMew Hampshire, which
Kennedy said wus evidence of &
Democratic split over the war
that led him 10 reassess his own
positien.

Democratic National Chair-
man John M. Bailey atiribuied

the results to McCarthy's
CpeTBUN-0 persen compaizn
while the President “stayed at

his desk in Washinglon heing
the President to all the people.”

As did Baijley, Mayor Richard .
J. Daley of Chicago rallied
behind Johnson and said he
would support him i he were a
candidate. “No one knows if he
is a candidate, but I would hope
he is,” Daley said.

The mayor, kingpin of th2
THinois Democratic  organiza-
tion, received a phone call Tate
Wednesday from Kennedy, wiw
explained his position. A spokes-
man said Daley “listened” but
offered no comment,

Mine Kills Israeli

SEDUCALTME /UDTY . Nina
Tsraell was killed when & truck
and trailer hit a mine planted
in a dirt road zbout one mile
south of Bel-Josef in the Beisan
Yalley, officials said Thursday.
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