Incredible, Bobby Says

To LB

rt RFK Offered Deal
Won't Run, =’

STAR

AN AUTHORIZED PUBLICATION OF THE

U.S. ARMED FORCES IN THE FAR EASY

PACIFIC

IPES

Vol. 24, No. 77 % % K X WEDITION =318

RO ML TUT T e ey

R R i R R e R

37 0 Tuesday, March 19. 1968

2-Price Gold S ystem OKd

WASHINGTON {(UPl)
— The United States
and its six gold pool

partners agreed Sun-

day to et private
specviators buy ond
sell gold ot whatever
price ite markei de-
mands, but to conti-
nue to exchange gold
at $35 an ounce
among trading na-

tions.

In a }oint statement
rcleased after a two-day
conference here the central
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countries said thev would
no longer supply vold to the
Londen gold market or any
olher gold market, nor
waould they buy gold from
the market.

This drcision, in effect, meant
the aholition of the old pool,
the informal arrengement that
the seven nations used to handle
billion transactions,

The dicision ends a :mvvn-
(Continued on Back Page, Osl. 2

Gold Market
Stays Closed

LONDON (UPI--British banks
wili reopen Monday but the
London gold market, its future
in doubt after the maomentous
weekend  meeting of  central
bankers in Washington, will re.
main closed until April 1. it was
announced Sunday night.

The announcement was made
by the Bank of England.

British banks, the gold mar-
kets and stock exchanges all
¢laced Friday,
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The barnk said the dL"hiGiI to -

o~ Arn conld
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whurh has acted as hanker for
the: seven-nation international
zold pool—closed until April 1
was part of the arrangements
concluded in Washingtan,

Profesters Block i" Brandt

West German Foreign Minister Willy Brandt
(cenier) tries o fight his way through lelt-wing
demonsiralors who blocked his entrance to his

political party’s national convention in Nuernherg.
He was shoved and jeered before police opencd
the way lnr hlm.

(AP Radiophole)

NEW YORK (AP) —
Sen. Robert F. Ken-
nedy offered to stay
out of presidential
contention if President
Johnson would ap-
point a commission
with avthority to
change Vielnam war
policy, an aide to the
senaior said Sunday.

But the President turned
down the offer, Kennedy's
press recretary eaid, and
the New York Democrat
went ahead with his Satur-
day announcement that he
will seek to take the IDe-
mocratie presidential nomi-
nrtion away from Johnson.

Thiz disclosure came a few
hours after the Columbia Rrond-
coasling System and the Ameri-
cun Broadeasting Co., and Time
and Newsweek maguzines put
out similar reports,

The only immuodiste admin.

istration comment came [Irom
Assistant Scoretiry of Dofense

IFhil 42 Canlding wha confizmod.

Kennedy and Sorensen iriked
with Clifford Thursduy i Clif-
Jord's office,

Goulding, the Pentagon's
press spokesman, said;

“Later that day, Scecrelary
Cliffurd  infoermed  Proesident
{Continued on Back Pugze, Col, 1)

Terrorists
In Rhodecin

JOHANNESPURG, Sauth
Africa {AP)—Radio South Alvrica
reported  Supdor mecht that
BRadisian treaps  ahd  plice
woere maoving ta the Zambes
valley to counter an invasion
across the Kartha Dam by ter-
rorists from Zambia in cuanoos,

The hroadeast sabd that locul
Ml icans hd'.‘l mld secur m fnru %
hdd wcn lt'l'l'Orl'alb uua-\m" over
to Rhodesia from Zumbia in
Canoes,

Saturday night notices were
flashed across the screens in
Salisbury cinemas calling on ]
troops on leave to report for
daty immediately, and military
police seoured Salisbury nivht

vlubs and bars for more nunps

Allies Slash Reds Near Saigon, Kill 135

By SPEC. 5§ RAY BELFORD
S&S StoH Correspondent

SAIGON — U.S. and Vietnam-
ese soldivrs killed 135 Commu-
nists Saturday during a bloody
f19-hour battle 16 miles north-
west af Saigon as the sllics con-
tinved their massive Quyet
T‘]ﬂﬂ 24 G‘femne

.lll uuuultl Udtul.'. F‘:; era
were killed by units from the
3drd Marine Div. two miles west
of Gie Linh near the DMZ,

In the fizhting near Saigon, a
cavalry troop from the U.S. 1ith

Armored Cav, Regt. was sup-
porting  the  Blet Vietname:e

Ranger Ba, when the joint force
ran up against an  estimated
reinforced enemy company at
about 31:36 a.i. near Due Hoa.

The U.S.-Vielnumese force at-
tacked while Alr Force juts
buinbed and strafed the cpemy
pusidors uniii tie Reds iied,

The allies were also supports
ed by U.S. Army helicopter gun-
ships and artillery,

in addition to the 135 enemy
killed, 13 individoal weapons,

three  vocket-nropelled prewade
Linnchais aid  thive  luachine
gans wece eaplured.,

Tlicre were no U5, casualtiers
and povernment casualtivs were
suid to be light.

In the first five days of the
opueration £33 Communists have
been killed — 396 hy U8, Torces
and #b3 by the Vietnamese.

U.S. casualties are 30 killed
and 248 wounded, Government
casualties are descrihed as light,

It was a bitter six-hour baitle
alonyu the enjthern edin of tho

DMZ for the Leathernecks.

The heavy Dighung reportedly
crupled when teo companics of
Marines tangied with an s
timated Communist  hattadton
whife on a sweep Lwo miles west
of Gio Linh.

The Marines called for air
strikes and artitlervy fire. Under
heavy bombardment, the Com-
munists fled to the north and
the Matines took up the chise,

About half a mile nerth of the
first encounter, about 18 Noril
(Continued on Bach I'age, (Ul 1)
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Amereca s Newest Warplane

May Pull

Fllsi in Thailand for Combat Test Filipinos

. 585 Vieinom Bureau -
—SAIGON—-Sm Air Force vari-
able-sweep wing F111A fighter-
bombers have arrived at Takhli
Royal Thai Air Force Base in
Thalland to begin evaluation
under combat conditions in Viet-
nam, the. U.S. Command an-.
nmmced Sunday.

- Tha new, znd  highly-contro-
versial, airplanes are the most
advamced and versatile -aircraft
to be added in the U.S. Air

Force s inventory in the air war
over Vielnam, -

The six F110's flew l‘mm Nellis
AFB, Nev., non-stop to- Ander-:
sen AFB,: Guam,  where the
crews rested before flying on to
Tuakhli. They will make up Det. 1
of the 428th Tactical Fighter 8q.
of the- 427ih Tactical Fighter
ng.

- The planes are descnbed as a
multipurpese aircraft, capable

U.S. Raiders Blast
'N. Viet Rallrcads

$85 Vigtnam Bureou

SAIGON—US Navy pilots from the carrler K1tty

'Hawk bombed the Yen Vien railroad yard six miles north- -

east of Hanoi ard downed two spans and cut an approach

to the Kin An highway bridge less than two miles south-
weat of Haiphong as U.S. pilots: continued to blast’ key
targets.in the Hanoi-Haiphong area Saturday

The Yen Vien railroad yard sits in the Junctmn of
the vital northwest and north-
east rail lines of_Nm_th Vietnam

Confldent
Of Win at
Khe Sanh

DONG HA, Vielnam (UPI) -
United Statm Marines will score
a .smashing success over the
North Vietnamese at Khe Sanh,
the commanding gencral uf
Leathernecks along the Demili-
tarized Zone said Saturday. -

“Maj. Gen. R. McC. Tompkins,
the graying chief of-the 3rd Ma-
vine Div,, said the 20,000 Com-

= munists poised around Khe Sanh

would jaunch a massive attack
against the- thleatened hase,

? “and I'm sure the Marines

will inflict a heavy defeat on the

North Vietnamese,” he said.
“Air and .actillery power will
make a pgreat difference.

However, in the- final dﬂdly&l‘i,
" the fortitude of the people man-
ning Khe  Sanh w111 bring the
fmal payoff.” -

© Tompkins said, however, that
he had “no mtelllgence" that
the Communists were- planning
an all out offensive at this time.
- Asked if the Reds intend to af-
tack Khe Sanh in the next couple
of weeks, he said “T've been
Ic-okmg for them to attack Khe
Sanh.since Jan. 18. I don’t know

“wher the attack wjll begin.""

which links the Communist
¢ountiy with China,” No damage
reports. weve gwen. ’

Navy pilots alse blasted an-

olher vna.] rail link in . Nerth

Vietnam's ™ two largest’ cmes,
H‘ulm and Haiphong. ‘
‘Navy ant Air Force pilots

also "hit several other key far-
gets along North Vietnam’s rail
links with’ Communist China,
hitfing . {he Ky Dong railrodd
spur and storage area 113 miles
narthwest of Hanoi, the Som
Tra ratltoad yard 94 miles
northwest and the My Cot rail
road ‘siding 40 miles northeast
of the Communist capital.
Other Air Force pilots radar-
bombed North Vietnam's larg-

est MIG airfield at Phuc Yen,

but no dumayge repmts were
given,

During the day, Navy, Air

Force and Marine piloty fiew
90 missions novth of the; DMZ,
as pour weather continued to
protect targets in large-seclions
of the Communist country.
. A U.S, spokesman said the
weather aver North - Vietnam
whould begin to start clearing
tawald the end of {he month,

U.S. Air Force B52s flew hine
miséions over South Vieinam
Saturday night and early Sun-
day, dumpidg hundreds of tons
of bombs on Communist targels
in the republic; Three of the
strikes were in support of U.S.

Marines in the Khe Sanh area,

of performing various tactical

_ait missions including counter-

air interdiction, close air sup-
pmt and reconnaissance,

The F111 can perform in any
weather, ‘day or night and can
eperate from short, unimproved
airfields.

The ptane is supersonic, capa-
ble of speeds over 214 times the

speed of sound, and can fly from

70 .to 100 per cent farther on in-

ternal fuel than any other opera-
tional fighter. (The F1l11A has
fiown from the Kast Coast to
Paris on internal fuel alone.)

- According to an Air Force re-
port, the F1l1A’s performance

level already is superior to other
tactical aircraft in the inven.
tory.

No date was given on when
the plane will get its first taste
of combat,

From Viet

MANILA (UPI)—Orders
will- be issued this week to
remove the Philippines’
2,000 man engineering bat-
tahcm from Vietnam if the
congress here fails to ap-
propriate necessary funds
by March 20, Defense Sec-
retary Ernesto Mata qaxd
Sunday, .

The Defense Secretary said
he was still hopeful the congress
would act early this week. But,
he said, last year's $3 million
appropriation was. almost ex.
hausted' and if no more funds
were available “‘we've pgoi to

_iake some qteps

Mata said many of the Fihpmo
troops, known as the Philippine
givie - action group or Philcag,
were gue for rotation home this
month but that. “replacement
units”’ were ready te he sent to
Vietnam on short notice.

The House of I{eprebentatwes
passed a new appropriations fog
Phileag in late February but the

7 measure has been pending in the

e

Wheeeeeeew!

U.S. Marises take cover hehind sandbags (iop) as. the plane
they’re waiting for ts shelled at Khe Samh. Later, they are all
smiles (botlom) at 6,080 feet In the alr, far away from the Com-

munisi firepower.

(AP Radiophotas)

Heroes Recall Hanoi Raid:

I Think Everydne Was Shootmg at Us'

SAIGON (UPI) — Two Navy
pilats Sunday recounted a pre-

dawn rmission over Hanoi in a

cr 1pplcd aircraft — a mission
which won. them the Navy's
highest award for valor — the
Navy Cross.

They are. Cmdr, Jerrold M,
Zacharias, 41, of Virginia Beach,
Va,, and Lt Cmdr. Michael L
Hal[; 3, of Amarillo, Tex.

Flying low in an A6 Intruder,
the two pilots were the last over

the Hanoi port facility when it

was first hit early on the morn-
ing of Feb, 24,

“We weré the last ones in. T
think everyons was shooling at
us,” said Zacharias. “We came
in 20 minutes behind the other
aircraft and everybody was
awake. by them.

=1 ¢ Pacific Stars & St.l‘lp&ﬁ
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“On the way out we went low
over the cily. I've never seen
so much flak in my life — most
of it going off amund the air-
craft.

“This was my first irip to
downtown Hanoi and all 1 can
say is that they’ve got plenty
of defenses around that town.””

The plane was hit on the way
in. Flak made a hole in its right
wing, about {8 inches from the
cockplt and eight inches from
the wing fuel cell, Af this-time,
seven miles and a few minutes
from Hanoi, they had already
had two - surface-to-air missites
fired at them. -

“It was a bright intensc hght
coniing towards us,” said Zach-
arias deseribing the first of the
misgsiles, *Five minutes later
there was another off the-right
wing, We dodged, It expleded,
and the plane was buffeted.”

Then the plane was hit in the
wing. The pilots said they flew
on into a target area “lit up by
flak.”

On the way out through
“dense and accurate’” flak, the
pilots had to dodge twoe more
surface-to-air missiles. Each of
the planes before them had had
to evade ifhiee or four uf the
missiles.

“I could see the SAMS (sur-
face-lo-air missiles) lift off and

- head in our direction,’” said Hall,

Zacharias said the whole or-
deal lasted only feur or five
minutes, They were overland
only 29 minutes,

“We pot out of the Red River
Delta and were over the moun-
tains,” Zacharias recalled, I
remember thinking as we got
over the mopuntains how peace-
ful it was, and what a magni-

ficent weapons system this plane
js-ll

The Af Infruder, though com-
paratively slow and subsonie
has proved one of the most suec-
cessful  bombers over North
Vietnam. In the monsoon season
with ils “black box" radar sys-
tem, il is chosen before faster
planes to participate in key tar-
get missions,

Zacharias said their erippled
plane was unable lo risk refuel-
ing and had to make it back to
their carrier, the Kitty Hawk,
and land with less than half-an-
hour's fuel, :

It was Zacharias 48th mission
over North Vietnam. Ile {s mar-
ried with three childven, Jerrold,
Dana and David, Hall, the son
of Col. and Mrs, F. Whitney
Hall, was makmg his 12ﬂth mis-
sion,

Tex
5P4 Russell C, Haas,

- SFC  Cliftenr  Tanksley,

Senate,

Mata said if no action were
taken by next Wednesday he
would set in motion withdrawal
pians,

Casualties
WASHINGTON (S&S5) — The
Defense Department has an-
nounced the following casualties
in connection with the cenilict
in Vietnam. .
KILLED IN ACTION

Army
PFC Walier E. Anderson Jr., Lexington,

¥
PFL Alvin Carr,

Hopkinsville, Ky,

'CFL Gregory R. Shambough, Ahn Arbor,

Mlich.
PFC Elvin’ L. Allen, Konsas City: Mo,
PFC Lee R, Slofford, Dudley, Ao,

. SPJ Charkes D: Ficod, Elyrla, Ohla.

SP4 Floyd McFodden, idabel, Okla,
558G, Jomes E. Wyall, Columbla, 5.C
5P4 'Gary W. Waikins, Blooming Grove,

Soutih LuCrosse;
Wls. - P

Navy )
HhéaDuv!d L. Wethington Jr., Savannuh,

CEW John . Hartloge 111, Savoy. Mass,
HMC Patrick D..Maorlarly, Billings, Mont,
HN Joseph W. Baker,. West. Middlmx, fa.
Morine Corps.

FFC Lorcy R. Gourdine, Goose Cresk, 5.0,
MIS5ING TO DEAD~HOSTILE

) . Army . Lo
Al
WO Richarg $. Lowes, Johnston CHy, < |l
SSG LeuIs V. Supine, Yorktown Helghts,

PFC RT:hard L. Sorensen, Eureka, Utoh,
SP4 Kengall T. Forlnev, Stoughion, Wis

v -
2LT Leamusl A, ‘White, Sliverhlll,

Mavy
SH David A. Carll,’ Valizjs, Colif.
HM3 Anthony Q. Siringer, Mbarletin, Go,
BM3 Gary A, Larsen, Yconkton, 5.0, .
ATNZ John F. Haortzheim, Appleton, Wis.

. MISSING HN -ACTION
Army

LT Gory N. Shy.

SP4 Gerold K. Brewn.
PFC Daovid L. Corey.
PEC Denald W. Tisdale.
PFC Lewis- B. Wilson,

Havy
CDR Poul L, Miblus. -
LCDR Thomas E. Scheurich.
LT Richard C, Nelson.
RMASM  Michael A, Evenson,
Marine Corps
MAJ Willlom M, Seward,
MISSING TO CAPTURED OR INTERNED
Morine Corps
LCPL Edwin R, Grisseft.
DED NOT AS A RESULT OF
HOSTILE ACTION
Marine Corps
SGT Jerry O. Woods, Hunisville, Ala,
CPL Benny K. Sonchez, WiHminghon, Cnlrf
LCPL Arthur L. Chisolm, Chorfeston, 5.C.
CPL Gary 1. Colombo, .Walla Walia,
Wissh,
MISSING TO D‘EAAD—NOH HOSTILE

rmy
PFC Williom A, Jordan, Prescat, Arlt,
S50 Sevenly J. Pollock. Phlludelphiv, Pa,
CORRECTIONS

UsA, Change
stntus from kitled in action to died net
os o result of hostile octlon, -

PFC Correll W. Sisert, USA, Change
status from Killed in actlon 1o died not
as o result of hostile actlen,

W0 Stephen J. Cohon, USA, status
from missing to deod—hastlie te missing:
1o dead—non hostife. .

SPd George W. Rushing, USA, Chonge

- stotes  from missing fo  dead—heslile

- 18 missing to dead—mon hostile.

ILT Mmicheel 5. Lone, USA, Change sfatus
from missing to deod—hostile 1o miss-
Ing te dead—non hostife.

WO Thomas J. Moors, USA, Change
stotus from missing te dead—hostile
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7 Standard Handbook for Elecirical Engineers . : A4 ning when he hears the familiar = Comm. Sq. under a program
<> by Knowlion, 9th ed., 2,248 pp. ”‘““‘”"‘”’““”‘”g‘?g ggi ﬁ’ggg C) “mﬁl tars!” was already asleep called “Project Father,” '
- Basic Electronics by Grob, 2nd ed., 608 pp. . o e . I ' A PPN \
N PEN in his bunker when the attack Capt. Donald Terrell, 28, Rich-
b4 Fundamentals of Manufacturing Processes and - W started. A fellow worker shout- mond, Va.. telecommunications
N Materials by Ed 515 ($10.25) $ 375 A \ :
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y emica ’ ¥ : . a3 T e« 3 a1 *
/> and out of the bunker in a sec- toyvs and clothing are the gifts of
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/\> AnatO'ny for Surgeons:Vol. 1 — The Head & Neck /\> tar rounds were falling, tacted by squadron personnel,
A by Hollinshead, 576 pp. - .o . e ($14.00) $7.00 A '
X Anatomy for Surgeons: Yol. 2. — The Thorax, ($22.50 $112 X i : in 00 ‘ @ns
£ Abdomen & Pelvis by Hollinshead, 952 pp. ... ($22.50) 25 £y ‘ﬁ, mm ' ‘
/ ; | .
A Anatomy for Surgeons: Yol. 3 — The Buck & Limbs ‘ G ‘
O by Hollinshead, 916 pp. . . oo ($23.50) $11.75 § i
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) 4 by Baker, 2nd ed., 2778 Pp. e o e e o ($85.00) $35.00 Y f’@ I ﬁny p Q 5 b e S
7 Surgery: Principles and Practices <7
X7/ 7
£ by Moyer, 3rd ed., 1628 pp. .o e (318.00) $ 850 £ PHUOC VINH, Vietnam (10)  side was badly torn during a
N4 Operable Heart Disease: Pathophysiology, Y — An Olympicsize canvas mortar attack,” Wheaton said.
é’)\ DiagnOSIS and Treatment by Sira‘(, 730 PR o ($12»50) $ 3-80 <> S“gnnnling ’ DOOI “yith‘ ] tem_ “The (lii},’ bef(n,e we were go-
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A - i e T A development  officer, said the ‘eeks 1o repair and refill i
= APO U.S., Forces 96503 weeks 1o repair amc
A% Js >< pool was almost opened several Opening day again  ap-
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A ADDRESS $ A i;mn ()UL’(’) COU.I.II.Iy to construct attack.
G ~ : 7 the pool, he said. ; Agzain the pool was drained,
ﬁ,\ P His brother, Lt. Col. James [ yepaired and refilicd
YD B @O @ OOO O OO OB OGO OO M@y Wieaten, was the Ist Brigade 77T filied.
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executive officer at the time.
“Jim mentioned that just after
the puol was built last July, one

The oppearance of displays in this newspaper concerning commercial publications does not
constitute an endorsement by the Deportment of Defense or any of its components.



Report RFK Offered LBJ a Deal on Candidacy

{Continued From Page 1)
Johnson of the meeting. Sub-
sequently  Secretary Clifford
te'vphoned Senator Kennedy's
office and spoke on the tele-
phone to both Senator Kennedy
and Mr. Sorensen,

*“The conversations were pri-
wate; I am not at liberty to dis-
cuss them, and I have nothing
further to add,” Goulding sai
in a statement from the Penta-
gon Sunday night.

Earlier Sunday, Kennedy had

termed the reporis “an unfor-
tunate distortion,”

Kenncdy told tewsmen:
“From what I understand about
the facts already put out, there
has been a very unfortunate dis-
tortion. 1 am shocked that it
should have occurred. It is in-
credible.”

Kennedy made his brief com.
ments as he left his New York
apartment on his way to La
Guardia Airport wheie he was

scheduled to leave for Kansas
City, Ean.

The senator said a Full state-
men{ would be issued later con-
cerning the published report,
which implied that if President
Johoson would name and em-
power such a Vietnam policy
commission the senator would
withdraw from the presidential
Tace.

Another denial came frem
Kennedy aide Frederick Dutton,
a fermer assistanl secretary of

state, He described the reports
as “absolutely untrue.”

Dutton said that Johnson had
asked Kennedy to serve op &
commission to sludy the war.

Dutton said Kemnedy turned
it down because “What was he
poing te do? Let the primaries
go by while a study commission
studied the war and it goes gn as
before?”

Kennedy's press secrelary,
Frank Mankiewicz, gave this
version of the afiair.

Rifleman

In Mich.

IRONWQOD, Mich. (AP) —
Six persons were shot to death
and three others criticaily
wounded by a “frenzied man’
who roamed this Upper Penin-
sula community with a high-
powered rifle before being sub-
dued by a patron of the iocal
tavern.

‘The shootings occurred Salur-
Gdy  MigHU WIWD H  LWO-Dour
span at two residences and the
nearhy  Ironwood

tavoerny  in Tronwoad
Township.

Eric Pearson, 58-year-vld jan-
Yot at a local ski lodue, was ai-
resbedd  dnd echarged with  the
shavings.

Gogehic County Sheriff Ches-
fer J. Prebish said Peuarson had
been drinking heavily and was
incoherent when cepiured at the
tavern, where one mun was
slain and one wom:an wounded,

The tavern was the last stop
on the vampage. The slayer first
vistied a modern, . one-story
home ahout a mile from the luy-
ern. There, four persons includ-
ing & mother and her daughler
were kilied i the living rogm.

A l,-v’ﬂl"—ﬂld n\vl huui»-v "
hide in her bedroam closet, was
wounded when a bullet was
fived throttgh a donr. A tratl of
binod was left thronghout the
home,

The killer then went to anoth-
eor home, killing one man and
wounding the maun’s wife, The
nexi siop was the tavern.

[Irish Up i

|For St. Pat

DURLIN (AT — PuaMin

chaovad ite hivaest -xnd hriphtest

St Patrick’s Dd\- patade of the
century Sundng,
Alm*ru an L(!l’llln{,.(‘nt help(‘d
honor the Emerald Tsle's patron
saint inh & purade that look an
hour to wind throuzh city
streets.

Tens of thousands filled the
rity eenter to wateh the record
entry of 120 floats and tableaux,
interspersed with preity colfleens
in horse-drawn coaches,

lays 6
ampage

“He just walked in the door
and started shooting. He didn’t
say a word,” said one customer,

He said another bar patron,
John Niemi, picked up a beer
bottle and hit Pearson on the
head. Pearson crumpled to the
floor and the sherif{'s office was
called.

Four of the vietims died at the
home of Mrs. Vienna L. Gustaf-
son, 41, They included Mrs, Gus.
iafaen, hor mother, Sally John-
son, 81; Mrs. Katherine Rigoni,
59, of Ironwood, and Daniel E.
Wveiss, 67, of Lansiny.

Mrs., Gustafzon's 1Z-year-old
daughter, Hobin, was critically
wounded.

The gpunman then went to the
home of Reymond Hautsla,
where Hautzle was slain and his
wife, Lempi, 81, was wounded,

At the tevern, Rudoiph Mau-
rin, %, of [ronwood, was slgin
snd Mre, Axel Pulsta, 47, of
Ilronwo-od, wis wounded critical-
Y.

Mariis

William McChesney
Ir., chatrman of (he Federal
Reserve Soard, awmounces
agrécment om a two-price syw-
temy to block speculative buving
of gold. (AP)

2-Price Goid System

{Continued ¥From Page 1)
vear attempt to end altacks on
the doliar and international ¢ur-
rency by pegping  the  price
specilators pay lor gold in pri-
vate markets o the same raies
naticns use in monctary ex-
chanze—3t5 a wroy ounce.

The pold pool was formed in
il by the United States and
seven nther nuations. Franes
Jropped oul lasi year.

The pool pariners pledged at
that time 1o supply unlimited
guantitics of guid o privale
markels al the 3% an ounce
rate in an cffort o end the
speculation by making private
gaid wiurchases no mars preafita.
Me than gold transactions be-
tween nalions,

The statemont also announced
new  suppert  for  the  British
pound sleriing.

“In view of the lupariance
of the peund sterling in the in-
ternationnl monetary svstem
the governors have agrecd to
pmvide further facililics which

will bring the tolai of credits
immediately availshle to the
U.K. authorities (including the
IMF standby) Lo $4 billion,” the
siatement said,

The stutemcnt szid the U.S,
governmen! wili continie ta buy
and sell gold st the existing
price of $35 an ocunec in trans-
actions with monetary authori-
S L

Gold available ai the 335 price
frum the U.S,, however, will be
awwed aply for efficial iraisac-
tiens hetwoon goviiniends,

The statement was read lo re-
poiters in the State Depart-
ment's inlernualiopal eonfarenon
room by U.S. Federal Reserve
Board Chairman William Mec-
Chesney Manrtin, who had pre-
sided over lbe twg-day confer-
ence,

Others participating were the
central bank governors of Bel-
pium, West Germany, italy, the
Netherlands, Switzorland, and
the Uniled Ringdom.

RFK Doubts
He'd Back
LBJ Run

WASHINGTON (UPI) —Sen.
Robert F. Kennedy Sunday
expressed ‘‘grave reservations"
about supporting President
Johnson if he is renominated
unless he changex what the New
Yaorker called his  "“catastro-

v\l-«l.n ¥ omaall
- jopepttattoli

Kennedy, who jumped into the
Bemocratic race Saturday, pre-
divied ihai without a swiich in
his pulicies, the President could
net win re-election, Bul he
dgented his entry inlo the race
would help Republicans beat
Johnson, claiming the purty
aiready was {orn asunder by
differences over Vietnam,

“if we are going to (ollow the
same policies we are following
at the moment, if President
Johnson wins the nomination, I
would have grave reservations,”
Kennedy said in a2 lelevision
interview {Meet the Press—
NBC).

“What has 1o be pstabl!-:hﬂj

in the ""‘:,;":C’u Duinds mind Ui

people’s mind is  that the
policics we are following at the
moment we don’t oecessarily
have 1o follow and if President
Johnson continues  those poli-
cies, which 1 think...are catas-
trophie, that he's going to lose
the clection.

“I'm loyal to the Democratic
parly, bhut 1 feel stronger about
the United 5States and mankind
generglly,” Kennedy sald.

Rennedy saig he mougnt den.
Fugene J. McCarthy's perfor-
munce in the New Hampshire
primary  ‘‘showed llwra Wi 2
desn split within the Domnocia-
tic Parly and the country that
hud nuthing to do with me.”

Ha repeated that ke did nst
declare his candidacy before
New Hampshire for fear that
peaple  would interpret  his
campaign as a personal vendet-
ta againsit President Johnson.
He said he hoped to wark with
McCarthy and that he was
“willing and anxious’™” to help
McCarthy oppose the [Ires-
wlent's policies,

Allies Slay 135 Enemy Near Saigon

(Continued From Page 1)
Vietnamesce soldicrs in & trench
and bunker complex began
pouring fire into the onrushing
Marine«

The Marines held up to let
helicopter gunships, jets and ar-
tillery drive the Reds from
their holea and infu relreal.

Two Marines were killed and
25 wounded 1n the action,

Pucific Swrs & Stripes corres
spomdeni Ful Luininetio report-

94 Pacific Stars & Stripes
Tuesday, Mavch 19, 1358

ed that heavy fighting erupted
Sunday 20 miles nurthwest of
My Tho in the Delta on opera-
tion Truong Cong Dinh,

Tuminello <air] the aetion ho.
gan when a helicopter spotied
two Comununist bunker com-
plexes about 46 miles southwest
of Saizon,

A tifle platoon was lifted inlo
the arez tg bezin a swoep
agalnst Qi cnelly  posiiduns
while hdhivugder  guwsbhips fiicd
reckets and machineguns inta
the bunker comwplexes., As the
gunships  began  iheir  aitack,
thty bepan receiving heavy

small arms fire from a patch.
work of canals aboutl 20¢ yards
square.

A company from the 9th Iaf,
v was ehilifted inlu e atea,
while eight helicopler gunships
attacked the Communist posi-
tions in an effort te suppress
tieir fire.

As the company of infantry.
mien hit the grovnd they weea
pinnted down under a hail of
cinemy amomaue weapons and
.50 cal. machine-gun fire.

When the copler gunships cov-
ering the infantrymen had to
leave for rearmament, Maj.

Nathan Pullian, in the com-
mand and contrel copter, or-
dered his chopper down to en-
gage the enemy with its 1wo
Mot maciune guns until the
gunships could return.

When the rocket.fliring cop-
trrs returned, they were moet
with hcavy antiaireraft fire.
On» gunship was hit.

Oither copters were broupht in
and picked up the infantry cam-
pany aud the rifle platoon pulled
back so UK, jets couid pound
the Communist positions,

Twenty-five Communists were
confirmed killed in the bautle,

Last Monday, at a meeting of
Kennedy, Clifford and Kennedy
adviser Thecdore Sorensen, the
1dea arose of appointing a com-
mission with the authority to
recommend changes in Vietnam
war policy.

Kennedy said if the commis.
sion had the right people—~but
N0 rames cate up—iznd as-
surance that Johrson would go
along with its recommendation,
he would not challenge Johnson
for the presidency.

According to Mankicwics, the
President said he would think it
over—and sald ne, late in the
week with the staled reason that
it would help Hanoi and smack
of a political deal in wartime.
The Kennedy aide said the ori-
ginal idea came up in a discus.
sion between Johnson and Soren-
sen. He said the President
asked BSorensen to discuss a
commission with Kennedy and
Clifford.

CRS said the idea emerged
Monday during a rconversalion
between the President and
Theodore Sarensen, one of Ken-
nedy’s advisers.

Time magazine, in a repart by
its Washington Bureau chief,
Hugh Sidev. said the Jnhnson.
Sorensen conversation merely
concerned Kennedy's misgivings
over Vietnam, and resulted in

Johinsen saying he wasg gpen io

any new proposal.

The reports said that Kennedy
and Sorensen prescitied the
commission idea t9 Defense
Secretary Clark Clifford at his
FPentagon office Thursday,

Time said it amounted 0 a
Kennedy “ultimatum.” CBS
said the Kennedy people ““insist
the commission idea developed
only during & mulyal beck and
forth with the White Houxe.”

The adminlstration version,
CBS said, was that Kennedy de.
manded that Johnson go on tele-
visien to state thai a complete
reviston of Vietnam policy was
sodeg and dhai e commission
be appointed from a list of
names supplied by Kennedy,

UBS identified the proposed
names as historian Edwin Heis-
chaver, former ambassader to
Japan; Kingman Brewster,
president of Yale University;
Koswell Gilpatric, former de-
puty secretary of defenze under
Rabert S. McNamara; Senatars
Mike Mansficld, I»-Mont., Goor-
gv Alken, R-¥L, Jom Sherman
Cooper, R-Ky., and retired Gen-
erals Laurts Norslad and Mat-
thew B, Hidgway.

Time suid Kennedy proposed
a vethnission chesen frem him-
sclf, Hrewster, Keischawer, Gil.
patric, Norstad, Ridoway and
Carl Kaysen, who was zn advi-
ser tn Precident John K Kon.
ncdy on pational security  af-
fairs,

All versions of the repart said
Clifford presented the proposal
to Jolmnsen at the White House
Thursday afternoon. and that
the President's rejection was
:'ielayed to Kennedy the same

ay.
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