Semater Hobert F. Kennedy conlers with sdviser Theodore
Soreaser (right), In 3 Washington television studis before leaving
for Manhattar, Kan., where 3 coflege audience hezrd him call
Fresident Jobnson's war policy a lallure. Ntory on Page 5.

(AP Radiephoio)

NEW YORK (AP)—Sen., Robert F, Kennedy said
Sunday he had told the White House his presidential
candidacy would not be necessary if a prominent group
was hamed to reappraise the Vietnam war policy.

But Administration soutces retorted with a varying
account of Kennedy's suggestion and Iabeled it as an

UL Legha i uity,

Kennedy said he had told Defense Secretary Clark
M. Clifford that if President Johnson *signaled a c¢lear-
cut willingness o seck 8 wider paih Lo peace in Vielnam,
thenr my declaratmn ef candidacy would ne longer be

necessary.’

Kennedy said the conversation with Clifford centered
on a proposed commission on Vietnam.,

RFK Faces
‘House’ Vote

NEW YORK (AP) — The ex-
citement generated here by Son,
Robert F. Kennedy's bid for the
Democratic  presidential  nomi-
nation may bring him an invita-
tion te vacate his cooperalive
apartment in a building near
the United Nations.

As mewsmen and  television
cameras crowded inta the lobby
of ®70 United Natinns Plaza on
Cinrdny vhilp }\nrmu'rh WA
1ht'le between planes, one of the
tenant-owners  Jumed at  the
crush.

“This won't o on unhil No-
vember!™ he shouted. “Nat for
him, The cooprralive is holding
4 meeting March 20 and henne-
dy wil vither stup s Circus or
grt outl”

The man declined to identily
himself, but the huilding's‘ man-
agement Lonhrmul that he was

a moembor of the [ils}otal 4 rtivee

A e

The conversation came
two days before Kennedy's
announcement that he
would seek the Democratic
presidential nemination,

Administration scurces had a
somewhat different rundown of
what had happened and one
high authaerity with inside in-
formation said the propositinn
for a commission to propose
changes in Vietnam policy had
atl the earmarks of ap ullima-
tum and that President Johnson
(Continved on Back Page, Cal. 1)

RFK Denies Offer Was Ultimatum’
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Fiery Speech in Minn.

President Urges
Austerity, Unity

MINNEAPOLIS, Minn. (APl—President Johnson, appearing in the
home state of Sen. Eugene McCarthy, appealed to all Americans Mon-
day to unite behind the gevernment ond its leaders in “‘a program of

national austerity’ until peace is

azhieved in Vietnam.

Johnson flew unannounced to Minneapolis, a center of peliticol

Gold Rush Subsides;

Doilar Sirengihens

strength for feliow-Demo-
crat Mi:Carthy, who 1s
challenging him for the
nomination.

The chief executive addresseed
an often-cheering convention of
tne NATIOHA] P HFMErs union,

Departing frequently from his
prepared  lext, Jobhnson em-
ployed fiery., emotional lan-
guage in an appeal for national
unity and an altack on war dis-
soenters.

W hate nothine more than
surrender or cowardice,” he de.
clared,

Johnson several limes assert-
ed that the United States must
not let the Communist enemy
sein cjt\m!\f_h!nz " w-u‘nﬂ:vlnn
that he cannot win in Suulh
Vietnam-that he mu<t noi he
permitted to wreek the maral fi-
ber of the country.

“'We must never npermit an
aggressor's appetile o go un-
controiled,” he said, “'Lecause
the person he eaty up loday may
whet his appetite for you lomar-
row,”

Althouzgh the farm convention
is reported to be sharply divided
on the subject of Vietnum, his
listeners applauded ofien and
loudly,

About 20  pickeis—mostly
younyg  persons—stoad  outside
the hotel as the President’s Tim-
ousine swept past. The pickets
varried siens for MeCarthy. One
read, 'LBJ—stop killing Amert-
van Boys."

John~on appealed  in his
{Continued ot Back Page, Col. 3}

LONDON (AP} — The gold
rush eased in Europe Monday,

Prices siutmped and the dol-
far strengthenced, Western Eu-
ropean officizls moved 1o speed
a plan aimed at reducing zold's
role as backing for peper
mICHey,

In the {free markets of Puaris,
Zurich and Frankfurt, gold sold
fur $38 Lo $41 an ocunce in rela-
tively quict dealing,

This was the [first duny's re.
sull of the new two-price svstem
for zold announced in Wushing-
ton Sunday to hal! the attack
on the dollar. But finanecives in
Britain and eon the Continent

[HERei L1

Specialized Study
Of 'Sex Appeal’

BOULDER, Cola. (UPD~Dr.
John M. Emlen, a University of
Colorada hinlovist, savs he
has reccived a $300 grant to
conduct @ highly  specialized
study.

The money will be used to
study the “sex appeal” of the
crimson markings  on the
redwing blackbird.

cautioned that ouly sharp bell-
tightening in the United States
couid bring a nermanent solu-
tion.

In the immediate offing, the
Soviel Union and South Africa
— mnations which detest each
other — wore in position o
profit from the new system
which maintains an  official

Related ﬁw;leﬂum Page 4

price of $I5 an wunce for gold
and & [ree price of whativer the
isdrkel will being. The Russians
and the South Africans are the
world’s {argest gold producers
and a high free market price
for gold would benefit them.

Soviet reactinn [0 1lw Wash-
ington remedics was that the
two-price system will fail, The
governmoent newspaper levestia
contended  the  action “under-
lines the exiremely  unstable
position of the Amcrivan cur-
rency.”t

South  Africa.  which mines
most of the world's sold, held
off, “until greater clarity is ob-
tained,” its decision op whether
o heep supplyving the Lundon
market —« closed until April 1

(Continued on Back Page, Col. 5)

Guatemcia Bishop,

GUATEMALA (AP)—The Mast
Hev. Mario Casariego, Homan
Cathalic archhishop of Gunte-
mata, was Kuidnaped Salurday
spon after his return to this
violence-plagued central Ameri-
can country fram a trip to Mexi-
vo City, church authorities an-
nounced Sunday,

Officials appealed o the kid-

s

nupirs sver radic and television

to respect the special medical
diet of the ailing -vear-ald
pirelate. He has been archbishop
since Deg, 1964,

It was the first abduction of
a ranking churchman here, al-
though dnzens of weaithy Guate-
malans have been held for ran-
«ony during the past few years
by pro- -Custro guerrillas,

or - cl‘ |f¢ o\.u'
HFg et O T POITH

right

Driver Kidnaped

have killed at least 1.000 per.
sons, including two U.‘s nhtary
oﬂim-rs. sinee July 1966,

Two American Marvknanaoll
Fathers and a nun of the same
order were expelled from the
country in December for work-

ing  with the gucrrillas, They
were  alse expelled from the
order,

Archhichen Cocoriegn was

met at the atrport by the papal
nuneie, Monsignor Bruno Fortiz-
fano, and driven 1o the atter 8
residence. The avchibizhop was
kidnaped after b left the
nuncio’s  paiace, a8 wis the
chauffeur drivivye i huine,
The nuneio and members of
the Guatemalan hierarehy visited
Tresident Jutio Cesar Mendez
(Continned an Rack Puge, Caol 1)



“Half of IVS Vietnam Staff
“Quitsin Wake of Tet Raids

SAIGON’ (UPI) — Half of the
staff of the International Volun-
tary Services (IVS) organiza-
‘tion-In Vielnam has decided to.
leave the couniry in the wake
of the recent Communist Lunar
New Year: offengive,' a spokes-
man for the orgamzalxon said
Monday.

Out of 162 rn'em'oers. B0 have

definitely decided to- return’ to
the United States because of the
securlty situalion. in the prov-
inces of Vietnam, the spokea-
man said,

Fuzther tes:gnatxons may be
submitted before March 25,
which the IVS has sel -as ‘its
deadline for people wantmg to
ledve the country. )

*The organization has young
Americans working individuoally
and -“in teams throughout the
country on self- help projects for
the Vietnamese ‘people in apgri-
culture,” education and leader-

_ ship. -

- “Many of the provmma! sta:

-tions ‘have had lo close down

completely and we are stll as:

-sesqmg whether s0me .can go

back inte operation,” the

spekesman said.

“After- Tet (the Linar New

Year) we .asked the members
whether they wanted to o back
home either because of the se-
curily situation or because.they
felt that now they could no long-
er work as IVS-ers in' Vietnam.

Se far we have. had about 80.

people asking to go. home.” -

A number of young volunteer

workers were kllled m the Tet
offenswe

Viet to Add 125, 000
To Armed Forces

SAIGON (AP) — The Sa:gon
government will. increase. the
size of its armed forces by 125,-
000 men this year, and the Unit-
ed States has agIELd to equip.
them, infor med, sources aald
Monddy

: The increase would bring the
number of military and special.

military forces in South . Viei-

nam ‘to almost 900 OUB by the

end of the year.

- The inciease alinost Lertamly'-
will mean general moblhrallon:
for this- nation of ‘17.2 nnlhon'

peuple
The goverm‘nent announced
afler the Communist Lunar

New Yeau offensive an accele-

Reds Blow
Bridge

In Thalldnd'_

BANGKOK (UPI) — Govern-

ment forces lest six wounded
and three friendly civilians
were killed, one wounded and
une k1dnaped in scattered Coms-
munist activity last week.,
" Prime Minister Thanom Kit-
tikachorn, giving his weekly
summary of guerrilla - activity,

spid the government killed four-

terrorisis and captured or took:

the surrenders of 25 others.

The Communists blew a
bridge in Na Khe disirict of

Nakorn Phanom province — the -

first such incident in almost a
year—and put the torch to a
schoolhouse in Chiengrai. Na-
korn Phanom s 375 miles north-
east af Bangkok, and Chiengrai

is about 600 miles str a1ght>

north,

Weather C uts__-
Raidson North

$AS Yietnom Bureay
SATGON~Poor
North Vietnam Sunday held
T.S. pilots to only 59 mzsswns
north of the DMZ,
The heavy cloud cover over
the coastal panhandle was said

some encouragement’ about the

long-awaited end to the north- :

ern monsoons,

Most of the day’s sirikes were
against Communist supply lines
along the coast, with no major
 taigets 1eportcd being hit dur-

ing the day, -

. 6. Pacilic Stars & Stripes

chnesda;, March 20, 1938 -

weaather over

© government’s

to appear to be breaking up to- - ters

ward the evening which “gives .

rated parhal mohilization pro-
gram fo increéase the size of the
armed-forces by 65,000 men by
midyear.. Included. in the pro-
gram is a lowering of the draft
age, recall of some velerans
and reservisls and a halt in dls-
chdu,es

South Vietnam now has 0,
000 men in its repular. army,
navy and. air force. Another
342,000 are in the Regmnal and
Popular forces.
: The U.S, Specxal Forces pays
and equips another 20,080 civil-
ian irrggulars. In addition, the
governnient has 70,600 national
policemen,  who perform mili-

_tary-like - functions in -much . of

the nation.

Not 1ncluded in calculations
of . armed . forces strength are
38,000 - semi-armed Revolution-
ary Development (pamﬁcatlon)
workers, :

Sources familiar wnthrbouth
Vielnam's manpower problems
say the Vietnamese already are
scraping the bottom of the man-
powér barrel to’ increase the
size of the armed forces hy 65,
000 by midsummer.

" Exactly what' general mobili-
zation would méan is not clear,
but guite likely it will be the
mobilization of Mmany of the
civil servants and
workers in essential industries,

Health standards lor draflées
also may be reduced.

Attermipts are being made to
lower the desertion rate, which

last year.saw 80,000 men disap-’

pear from the ranks This figula

wag 32 per cent less than in.

1966, and officials are hoping
for a further reduchon this
year.

One goad “sign is
number of volunteers.
TFebruary of this year,
men volunteered,

During
5,335

ble conscription figiires are 10,-
084 versus, 3,924, or two-and-

- a-half times lhe rate of Lthe yvear .

before.

the fligh :

compared
with one-fifth that number in -
February, 1967. The compara- .

6,000 Vlets
Murdered
‘SAIGON (AP)-—US officials

saxd Monday almost 6,000 Viet-

namese civilians. have _been
kll}ed in Viet Cong terrorist
incidents - this year.' Anothér .

16, 500" men, women and child-
ren were wounded ._land 2,940
kidnaped, the officials said.

“The figures were 'casﬂallios-,
specifically atiributed to acts of

terrorism. Officials have previ:

ously announced that 9,108 civil. =

ians _were: Killed - aud 21,500

. wounded in the several eekc of
fighting after ‘the Communists -
launched their Lunpar- New Ys,ar .

offenswe Jdn 30,

_start forward.

Starting With a Blast.

An Air Force F100 drops a 500 pound bomb on an enemy posier
_tion near Salgon (above} as 25ih Int. Div, troops-and armared per..
- sonnel carriers wait to move in, Below, the bomb hits and the APCsy:

(USA Photos by Spet, 4 Jake Southwick)y -

Air Losses Top Korea, but

WASHINGTON. (APY —- The
U.S. loss of planes and helicop-
in Victnam now’ exceeds
ils aircraft losses in Korea—but
still is far below ihe World War
II toli. -

Pentagon figures show 3,487
U.S. helicopters and fixed- -wing
planes “have been .destroyed in
Vietnam. :

The tolal in the Korean War
was 3,001, virtually all air-
planes, since few helicopters

. were used-in that war.

The Unifed States recorded
27,137 aircraft 10sses o enemy

action in World War IL Figures

were not available, but losses -
as. a result. of accidenis and

other noncombat causes proba-
bly ran mto many thousands.

The tofal for fixed wing air-

- eraft lost in Vielnam reached

2,007 last week. The number of
hellcopters destroyed in. both
combat and noncombat opera-
tions came to 1,480. .

The Pentapon would not give.
. a ‘breakdown on aircraft losses

by types, saying this is security

material of value to the enemy,

" have said

" airplanes

- Pentagon spokesmen satd io-

tal costs of aircraft losses in -

the three wars arve -not avail-
able. But compelent sources
$4 billion probably
would not be far off as the cost
for Vietnam air losses.

The prices paid for individual
indicate. how costs
}mve escalated since World War
1. ‘

For example, a Bl7 heavy
bomber of World War II cost
nearly $190,000 — about 580,000
less than the price of an Army

-FB6 jet fighter,

Not WW I

helicopter being used in Viet
nam.

A B29, classed as a ‘“very
heavy bomber” in World War
II cost about $635,000 — only E
fraction of the §8 million price

- for a BB2 of this era.

A World War II P51l fighter
could be bought for $53,000, In
ihe Korean ‘War, the govern-
ment was paying $212,000 for an
And today's -
fighter bomber, the F4 Phan-
tom, runs about 2.4 mﬂhun a
copy.



: ‘k.‘H01 An wxy]y”

~taught them everything we
- knowy.
- .bett sy than us.’ :
" The ROK Mannos havc bee
trained by U.S. Marines
“the Korean War, a warin which
Korean: tmops d d -not -always

‘fipmfozm in ‘a manner dcsxgncd

~to inspire rospoc‘. Poor leader-

.“5111 cand the “bug’ out”‘often
p‘auued the ROKs m the dark -
“days of the early 1450, But

thete has bcen a gteat change

and now the ROKs speak wi ith
puao of their acwmphshmonts
,m Vietnam,

+Kim  cited a recent ‘(:-ngag(—»
“ment in- which a company of

- bis Marines repulsed an attack-

Cing ze'flmont “The enemy body
“count == 243; our dead — 15,
~he says expansivo}y “‘Now. I
think the enemy is not too han-
by to make uxound contact wn}
us.’

Kim also spoke with pride ofl

Lis troops -performance during
the Tet offensive, which broke
out just one day after the ROK
Marines arrived in this area.
He said that instead of hitting
the city with artillery fire and
destroying buildings and killing
innocent people,
draw the enemy out of the city

and attack them there, liis
strategy worked.
Things are cuiet here now,

but the 2nd North Vietnamese

€2 S Victnom Bureay

HOI AN, Vietnam — Most of
the South Koreans look hard as
nails in their jungle suits here,
but one particular South Korean
does not live up to this image:
much too thin, soft and gentle to
malke the grade in combat,

None of the harder ROKs
mind at all, however, especially
when lov«:l} Un Kyoung Rhee
flashes a dazzling smile and
gives out with a girlish giggle,

Rhee is just about the only
girl from home ever seen or
heard by the men of the ROK
Army White Horse and Tiger
Divs, and ROK Marine DBiue

~and now they kn0w~1t”_

.smce

he decided to

£

Dragon Brigade. Because there
is only one of her and more than
50,000 of them, the troops ob-
viously don’t get to see her
much, but they can hear her
soft, lilting voice every dav.
Three times a day, morning,
afternoon and night, Rhee plays
records and chats with the Ko-
rean troops over KIFVN, the
Korean radio station which
broadcasts from Le Thrang, Sai-
gen, Qui Nohn and Hoi An. She
also broadcasts news from home

and interviews with prominent

Koireans, such as entertainers
and civie leaders,
“The soldiers tell me that in

the morning, I sound like their

mother and in the afternoon, I
sound like their little sister,’
Rhee said recently.

How about at night? “Well,
like their lover or girl friend.”
As might be guessed, Kim
spends a good deal of her time
making personal  appearances
and touring ROK troop posi-
tions, She also gets about §00
letters a day from the troops,
so this pen pal relationship takes
up much of her time,

“I hear a lot from American
GIs too,”” she said. “They ask
me to play country music and

popular American songs, iy to

bokn'tkhan to kil

“px 0
“of U so
< After loong at thelr ‘bunker
-and trenches in‘a comoterv just:
~outside” this town,
- that they are 1‘0ady to carry o
“the combat portion of thelr’mls« )
»swn m Vlotuam——to dumnd Da i
~ and {0
- len"'wo in search and destroy:

~nation-

Con the pacification progran.

“combat ,
things have quicted down,
the pacification prograniis
~being undertaken with vigor. .

: Thls sc(*m

nn boc ause il is’ b[)Ok
often by the

out

Jang, 15 miles north,

operations alone and in coordi-
with ARVN _an(i L.S.
forces.

But Gen. Yun Sanz, I\Im bn-‘

and his of-
groat wstress
rgg.

I'lie
hrigade arvived heve on Jan, 29,

con unandm'
also place

gade
ficers

just a day betore the Tet of- -
- fensive,

and until recently its
has  heen “taken up with
operations.  Now -that

time

ever,

Recently Kim and his officers
attended . what  he  called a
svistorhoad”  ceremony  at the
small village of Lai Nghi, once
held by the Viet Cong,

While sharp-looking ROK Ma-
rines stood at a rigid attention
and nearby 1055 blasted a salute,
the Korean officers spoke to a
gathering of village clders, child-
vent, and other village residents.
They told of how their land was
once racked by war with the
Communists and of how they re-

get in as many as I ecan, be-
cause the Korean soldiers like
them once in a while too.”

Rhee left a television career
in Seoul to come to Vietnum, {0
monihs ago, and she expects to
¢o back in July or August, Only
24 vears o'd, she has been in
broadcasting  for about five
years.,

She says she enjovs being in
Vietnam, but only when she is
out of Saigon. I like to be with
fightung men,” she explains.

Talk like that is enough to
make a man reach for his Mig
and flak jacket and yvell: “Bring
on the VCI7

Y f"‘io the \'xlla;, ,ur’

officers. .clothing,"

- the group wal
it ‘is obvious™ -

ischool While swarms of chatler-
swrrounded then,.

haw-

“You sce,

help those who suffer now.

aﬁut o plum,f(, ah”
o0 be

S — rice,” Utam,if!“

‘tools, and other de-
sperately ne d_ed items.: Later
ed a few meters
dnwn a rulted,
ribbon-cutting

at rebuilt,

g children

1110 ROK Mmmes pas:

toys and games. The childre .
most - mobbed - the - Marines,
~snatching at  the toyvs and v
Cquickly 1ct1 (! \l.n;, thh ~their
'bouty

“Phen lh(\ Mm ine olfxc("s, ‘-a‘b

“down for a ccremonial lunch with

the bl(l(.‘k-l'(}b(?d village clders.
Over rice wine and a combing-
fion Vwinanww—l&mv i omoenu,

e Marines paid reverent atton-

tion to the elders as they spoka
of the village's hard {imes and
its present neceds.

Later -a Marine o‘h(o rs said;
we come here with a
great  advantage.  We too aiﬂ
Asians and we understand  the
importance of things like respect
for the aged, courtesy, cere-
mony, face as you cuall it, We
are not herce as conquerors or
as strangers, but as brothers
who once suifered—irying 1o
1y
would  he
impossible,

He added, “This
difficult, probuably
for whife men.”

The success of the Koreon
¢ivie action program, he said,
can be measurcd by the fact
that Vietnamese often come to
tell the Marines of the wheie-
abouts ef Communist troops, Re-
vard for the ROK Marines grew
during the Tet offensive when
the town of Hoi An was sparced
destruction by the  Marines®
strategy of envaging the encmy
on the outskirts of tie town.

In the short time the Marines
have been in the area, they have
provided medical aid to Vict-
namese  civilians  and  bave
heiped build schools, henses and
temples. Food and essential sun-
plies have been distributed, Adii-

cultural help  from  ooe  rice
edting nation to another is alo
provided u#s  are shows  waed

eultural dramas.
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Viet Rangers Fight 0ff 600 Reds at Khe Sanl

SAIGON (AP) — A battalion
of 600 North Vietnamese regu-
Jars, charging through predawn
mist and darkness, attacked the
besieged Khe Sanh comhat base
Monday, but crack government
Rangers drove them back after
an hour of fighiinz.

The encray troops, sceking to
catch the Rangers off guard,
launched the assault without
uny advance mortar or artillery
shelling. None succeeded in

nelrating the perimeter, a
%es Command spokesman said.

North Vietnamese gunners
pummeled the base Sunday with
560 younds of rockets and mor-

tar and artillery shells, how-
ever, in the biggest barrage
there in more than a weck,

There was no immediate re-
port of casualiies suffered by
either side,

The North Vietnamese attack,
labeled a strong probe, came at
4:45 a.m, on a hall-mile trench
line bheld by the 37th Vietnam-
ese Runger Bn. with some 440
men.,

The rangers laid down a
shield of rifle and machine-gun
fire while U.S. Marine mortars
raked the no-man’'s land just
bevond the wire in front of the
Ranger lines. The fighting
eased by ¢ a.m. as the enemy

troops withdrew, the spokesman
suid.

Meanwhile, allied units in QOp-
eration Quyet Thang swept the
flanks of Saigon and pushed
their kill count past 800, it was
indicated Monday. They also
turned up a new weapon in the
enemy field arsenal.

The latest fight in the five-
province offensive sector came
as U.S. tanks snd armor per-
egonnel carriers pushed through
enetny fire to within 50 yards of
dug-in enemy fire teams and
opened up pointblank with roar-
ing .mm, tank puns and .50-
caliber machine guens.

Vietnamese infanirymen, who
had fixed the enemy in their
holes on the e'ze of Tram Lak
hamlet with supporting fire, ad-
varced inio the ¢nemy positions
after follow-up helicopter gun-
ship and jet fighter aitacks. The
Red body count in the fight 17
miles north of Saigon was 24,
adding to the previously an-
nounced offcnsive total of 7¢7.

Allied losses in the 50,000-man
search-and-destroy response o
the enemy’s Tet offensive stand
at 3L U.S, and 35 Vietnamese
dead, 263 Americans and 80
government soldiers wounded.

Other Vietnames# iraops

north of Saigon uncovered sev
eral caches of enemy weapons,
one containing a new, Russian.
model B3¢ bazooka rocket, ac-
cording to Vietnamese Army
Headquariers,

The B39 Is an antitzok weap-
on, (ther relaled weapeiis have
been effectively used by the
snemy front road ambushes and
paddy fighting to the Hue
streetfighting.

No additional details was sup-
plied by the Vietnamese head-
guariers, but the B is pre-
sumably 2 harder-hitling, move
potent member of the cuemy’'s
field arsenal,

RFK Explains Offer

{Contlsued Frem Page 1)
rejected it almost instantancous-
Iy as wholly and totally unac-
ceptable when laid hefore him
by Clifford,

Johnson's reaction was im-
mediate znd positive, informants

. said, and that the oHer was

entirely unacceptable for several
reasons.

Thr fircet roascnn
instuntaneous one, was that no
matter how an arrangement of
this kiml was dressed up it would
appear 10 be a palitical deal, and
that while Kennedy had the right
tn try ta chanae Vietnam palier,
10 tie it up 10 his getting nut of
a political race definitely would
be construed as a deal

Sccond, Johnson was deseribed
as Jeeling such a deasl in effect
would throw the gravest doult
on present policy and it would
constitute & osurpation of the
function and duty of the Presi-
dent 10 appoint & committee o
make policy.

Third, Johnson reportedly felt
strongly a statement of the kind
Hennedy wonted would provide
about the greatest possible Jf¢
In Hanoi's morale because It

-

Kidnaped-
{Coulinued From Page 1)
Montencgro and Interior Min.
ister Heetor Mancilla-Pinto Sun-
day and also conferred with na-

tional and secret police.

A church communifgue said
government officials had pro-
mised to do everything possible
to gel we arcapishop DaCK, So
far, however, there hus been no
guvernment statement un the ab-
duelion,

The 20 menth ald Mendez gov-
ernment has bmn caught in the
middle between pro-Communists
and anti-Communists, and ex-
perts have cxpressed fear its
fall is not far off,
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would indicate some new policy
was to be drafted by this group.

Meanwhile, Newsweek maga-
zine reported that Kennedy's
proposal included a demand that
Secretary of State Dean Rusk
he replaced., There was no
elaboration,

Kennedy's statement made the
point that the idea of a com-
micstan  did aed ardinata with
the New York senator, nor was
it first proposed te the President
by him or on his behalf.

He said alse that his decision
to vontest Johnson for the nomi-
pativn vanie the nisht that John-
son rejecled the idea.

Kennedy charged that the
White House broke a confidence
by making the conversation
known.

*1 am surprised that the tradi-
tional rules of confidence goavern-
ing White House¢ conversations
are no longer respected by the
While House itself,” Kenpedy
said. '‘Bul thelr version of con-
versations which have taken
place over the past few days on
the subject of Vietnam once
BXwin inH 50 short ol the trolh
that the American pcople are
ettiitied tn the facts™

The rcports that Keanedy of-
fered to stay out of ibe race if
Johnson named a commission
with policy.changing power were
made by the Columbia Broad.
casting System and the Ameri-
can Broadcasting Company net-
works and Time and Newswerk
magarines,

Kennedy's press Secretary,

| . Ll e I
Tronk -uu:'u:u-nna-, Wion dasued

a veprsion of the evenis that
agreed with the broad outlines,
but differed In details.

Kennedy eailed the press re-
ports  Van  unforiynate distor-
tion,"

The White House had no com-
ment, The Pentagon confirmed
that an exchange occuried be-
tween Clifford and Kennedy,

Kennedy satd Theodore Soren-
sen, former aide of the late
President John F. Kennedy,
was present with him during
the meeling, He said it was
made clear to Clifford that Xen-
nedy was conlemplating 2 race
for the presidency “largely be.
cause of the failure of our Viet-
nam palicy.”

Kennedy said the commission
fdea was explored, in Clifford's
words, “not as a propasal by
either of us.,” Nor, Kennedy
said, was it discussed "as a
help tn me, but as a means
of helping Dresident Jobhieun
move away frem our presently
disastrous course in Yicinam."

*1 made it clear that if it
were more than a public rela.
tions gimmick., if both the
President’s  annonneoment  of
the commicgion and ife men.
bership  signaled a  elear-cut
willingness to scck a wide path
to peace in Vietnam, then my
declaration of candidacy would
no longer be necessary.”

Presidedt Johnson rises (o address the Farmers Unlon conven-
tion In Minncapolis. Vice President Hampbrey i at left. The

Prexident called for “mytional awsierity.”

{AP Radiephoto)

LBJ Urges Austerity

{Continued From Page 1)
spooch for “a program of na.
tional auslerily lo insure thal
our economy will prosper and
our  fiscal  position will be
sound."

Speaking mare foreefully than
ever belnre Wi ine  subject,
Johnson declared:

“The tlime has come when
your President musi a~k you o
jein in a total national effort te
win the war, to win the pcace,
and to coemplete the job at
home."

Johnson announced what reli-
able sources repoirted Saturday

Cary Grant Has
2 Broken Ribs

NEW YORK (AP)=—Actor Cary
Grant, injured in an auto ac-
cudent  last Tuesdav, suffered
two fractured ribs that were not
immediately diagaosed after the
crash, a spokesman for Queens
Hospital zuid Monday,

The spokesman said Grant
was improved after o disivess-
ful weeokend,'” but will probably
have 4o etng in tha boenient anil
next weckend,

The spokesman said it was
neressary 1o administer oxypen
to Grant over the weekemd and
feed him intravenously Sunday,

—that he is working with Con.
gress o make major hudget
cuts in an effart 16 gain cnactl-
ment of &8 10 per cent income
tax increase.

If such cuts are made—and
they could siash §3 billion to #4
viiiion of federal spending in the
next fixcal year—Johnson ac-
knowledged the result would be
to “posipone many needed ac-
tions.”

With the dJollar under new as-
sault in  international money
markets, Johnson also promised
an intensified program lo curb
nonessential travel outside the
hemisphere and to reduce busi-
ness spending and investment in
Western Furope, He did not go
into detail.

Johnsen said that “most of all
I ask vour heip and your pa-
triotic support of our men who
are bearing the burden of battle
in Virtnam " He eaid:

“We seck not the victory of
copquest, bul the triumph of
justice. We will win.™

Bus Crash Kills 27
NEW DELIL (AP) — Twents
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many others injured Monday
when a bus ran off a road near
Rampur, 200 miles northeast of
Delhi, and plunged into the
Jhelum River.

Gold-
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«= or to ship 10 free markets in
Paris and Zurich,

For the Russians, & high free
market price for gold could
mean more foreign currency
with which to buy industrial
equipment, wheal and  other
gondds from the West.

The margin of profit of the
Russians and the South Afri-
cans eovid diminich  however
if the members of the Weslern-
based Intermational Monetary
Fund (IMF) succeed in cutting
down the rale of zold,

A move toward this gol un-
der wav in Brussels, (dheials
met in an c¢ffort to bring
France closer o the five slher
Common Markel naliens — West
Germany, laly, Beigium. Lux-
embourg end The Netherlanda
~ih moving 10 the nexl step
toward liberating currency from
its dependence un guld

Floods Peril
U.S. Northeast

By The Asschried Prey

A mBjOr SROWSIOrM pusned out
of the Northern Rockies into the
Northern Plains Monday, as
licavy rains, meiting snow and
ice jams raised Doud threats in
paris of the Northeast,

Seven inches of snow fell at
lander, Wyo., and heavy snow
wartings were issusd for paris
of the Dakotas and Nerthwestern
Minnesola.

The Weather Burensu issued
flash-flood warninzs ter Eastern
Connecticut. Rhude Islund and
Central amd FEastern Massa-
chusetts.

Providence, R.JI. had more
than four inchies of vaie o 24
hiours, and Boston got aimaost
four inches. Mare rain was
forecast for the area.

Weather

VSAF Weather Cent:@l

TOKY0O AREA
Tuesday night: Foir to Clouvdy: Law 38
Widamidoy: Cloody, windy: High 57
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